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30TH Coneress, Ist Session. 


which drawbacks might be demanded. If these 
moneys were allowed to remain in the hands of 
the collectors of customs, as they now did, it af- 
forded them the on to speculate upon 
them. There might be millions in their hands. 

it secured the public creditor also from the fail- 


ure of the collectors, because this Government | 


would not be bound to indemnify the importers for 

josses sustained by them. , 
They also knew that the amount of expenditures 

in the various departments of this Government was 


regulated more by the appropriations than by the — 


wants of the Government; that was to say, that, 
however large the sums which were appropriated 
and placed at the disposal of our disbursing oificers, 
they were all sure to be expended. 

Mr. HUNT interposed and (Mr. P. yielding) 
remarked that, according to the gentleman’s con- 
struction of this section, imposters who paid money 
into the treasury upon exportation of their goods 
would be required to come to the Treasurer of the 
United States to receive their drawbacks. 


to do would be to come to the Treasurer—and that 
was what they now did in nine cases out of ten— 


and receive their drawbacks out of the treasury of | it would involve so much inconvenience and ex- 


the United States. 

Mr EVANS, of Maryland, said, if he under- 
stood the explanation of the gentleman from North 
Carolina, it would not be necessary to require par- 
ticular appropriations for these payments, but that 
this bill made a general indefinite appropriation for 
the purpose. 

Mr. McKAY, in reply, remarked, if we made 
an appropriation for the salary of the clerks in the 
custom-house in New York, nobody sapposed that 
they would be required to come to Washington 
to get their pay but that they would receive it 
through the collec 
gress made indefinite appropriations for deben- 
tures, the merchants would receive the payments 
of them at New York. 

Mr. EVANS. So I understand; and that is 
right. 

‘Mr. HUNT inquired if it was now in order to 
move to strike out the second section? If so, he 
would make that motion. 


The CHAIRMAN replied that it was not, as | 


that section had been passed, and the fourth was 


now under consideration, to which an amendment 
was pending 


tor at New York. So, if Con- | 


| ions. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 1848. 


of drawbacks was concerned. This bill had been 
well considered, and was efficient for the purposes 
which it sought to accomplish. Those purposes 
were to carry Out important constitutional provis- 

He trusted the committee would not agree 
to the motion of the gentleman from New York to 
strike ont. 

_ The CHAIRMAN reminded him that the mo- 
tion was not pending, not having been received. 

_ Mr. GRINNELL said the only possible objec- 
tion to the provisions of this bill which struck him 
was, that under it the importing merchant who was 
entitled to receive his drawbacks would be required 
to come to Washington, before the Secretary of the 
Treasury, before he could receive them. If this 
could be remedied by any amendment, so that when 
the collector gave his debenture, showing that so 
much money was due on the exportation of goods, 


| the merchant could take that certificate to the sub- 


treasurer, or any other officer, and receive his 


| money, the whole difficulty would be removed. But 








Mr. McKAY said, under the establishment of | 


the warehousing system, there was perhaps no | 
necessity at all for the law which allows deben- | 


tures. Under the warehousing system, any mer- 


chant could bring his goods in, and was not re- | 


quired to pay duties until he took them out. He 


understood—not from the Secretary, however— | 
that the Secretary of the Treasury had this subject || 
under consideration, and that he might make some | 
recommendation to Congress—to repeal the law | 


allowing drawbacks, perhaps. 

He thought the section as it now stood was per- 
fectly harmless, and he hoped the committee would 
not strike it out. 

Mr. TOOMBS said, that in very many cases 
there might be the same necessity for the law al- 
lowing drawbacks as existed before the adoption 
of the warehousing system. For instance, many 
of these importations might be brought in in one 
shape, and be exported in another. It would then 

necessary to remove them from the warehouse. 

Mr. McKAY (in his seat) was understood to 
assent to this suggestion. : 

Mr. TOOMBS (continuing) contended, however, 
that the second section was eminently proper, in 
order to give efficiency to the bill. It gave rise to 
no other difficulties than at’ present existed, for 
now nine-tenths of the drawbacks were paid at the 
treasury. If they struck out the second section, 
we would be compelled to have large and ihdefi- 
nite sums of money in the hands of our collectors; 

and little, therefore, would be accomplished to- 
wards those reforms which the bill contemplated. 

he great object to require appropriations to be 
made by law before the moneys were paid out 
would be entirely defeated, so far as the payment 


30) 


| collector and he would receive his drawbacks. 


|| if the merchant was compelled in every case, upon 


Mr. POLLOCK replied that all they would have | 


the exportation of his goods, to send his claim here, 
to have some agent at Washington, or to come 
himself, for the purpose of procuring his drawback, 


ense that they would have to repeal or alter the 
law. He could not see, under the second section, 
any other mode by which these settlements were 
to be made. He understood that the merchants 
would have to send their debentures here, and 
would have to meet any informalities or objections 
at a distance from home, whereas at home they 
could be easily remedied. He could see no objec- 


| tion to the other provisions of the bill, but much 


to commend them to the favorable consideration 
of the House. 

Mr. McKAY said that as the bill made a gen- 
eral appropriation for cases of this kind, the mer- 
chant would have only to present his claim to the 
As 
it was in the War Department, our soldiers who 
were in Mexico had to be paid. The Secretary of 
War made a requisition upon the treasury for a 


| million of dollars: a million of dollars were drawn 
| out under the forms of the law, and placed in the 


hands of paymasters, and by them were disbursed 
according to law. So it would be under this bill. 
An appropriation would be made by Congress; 
the collectors of the different ports would want so 
much money for the pay of drawbacks, and they 
would pay it out to the just claimants. Thus gen- 
tlemen would see that the difficulties which they 
were fearful would be involved were wholly imagi- 
nary. 

Mr. McLANE desired to call the attention of 
the gentleman from New York to the concluding 
provision of the second section of the bill. 
second section, having made full indefinite appro- 

riation to cover any amount of money that might 
Ee in the treasury of the United States under de- 
benture, proceeded to state that these moneys 


should be expended under the directions of the Sec- | 
These directions now | 


retary of the Treasury. 


The | 


existed, and by them the money was now paid | 


out by the collectors. It was not to be drawn out 
on treasury warrants, but, under the directions of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, would be paid out 
any day ond any hour in the city of New York 
any amount of drawbacks. 

r. MURPHY, remarking that the gentleman 


from Maryland [Mr. McLane] represented that | 
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experience, that often and often had it been the 
case, in the navy department at New York, that the 
public creditors had been kept back from receiv- 
ing their money for months, when the Government 
was straitened for means. He was not opposed to 
this bill; he merely asked time to consider its pro- 
visions. 

Mr. GRINNELL suggested to the House an 
amendment to the second section, which he thought 
would obviate the whole difficulty, and he hoped 
unite all in favor of it. He hoped the gentleman 
from North Carolina would approve of it. He 
read the amendment, and explained that it simply 
recognized the idea that these payments of draw- 
backs were to be made at the ports whence the 
goods were exported. 

Mr. SAWYER said he understood that the 
second section was not under consideration, and 
therefore the amendment was not in order. 

Mr. GRINNELL replied that he supposed it 
would be in order by the general consent of the 
committee. This bill had come up rather unex- 
pectedly—not having been printed or offered for 
their inspection until to-day. He thought the ob- 
ject of the bill a good one, and was in favor of it; 
but he thought some amendments to the second 
section were necessary, in order that the merchants 


, Should receive their drawbacks at the ports whence 


they export their goods. 

Mr. SAWYER insisted upon his point of order; 
which was sustained by the Chair. 

Mr. McKAY said he did not think there was a 
necessity for the amendment of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. It simply required the Secretary 
of the Treasury to cause to be deposited with the 


collectors of the various ports sums of money suffi- 


cient to meet the demands upon them for draw- 
backs. Now, that was what the section itself 
authorized. It made an appropriation; and when 
an appropriation was made by law, of course it was 
the duty of the officers who have the disbursement 
of it, to make that disbursement with as much con- 
venience to the public creditor as possible. The 
amendment gave no additional authority at all. 
The section provided that the moneys thus appro- 
priated should be expended under the direction of 
the head of the department. 

Now, with reference to the remark of the gen- 
tleman from New York, that the money would 
accumulate in the hands of the executive officers, 
did not the gentleman know that at this seasion 
they had appropriated and would appropriate 
$50,000,000, and that the Executive might draw 
every dollar of it from the treasury, and place it in 
the hands of the disbursing officers? But, although 
he had the legal right, it would be highly improper 
in him to do it. When these appropriations had 
been made, they were drawn for from time to 


| time, according to the exigencies of the public 


service. No doubt if this second section stood as 
it wa’ originally reported, the Secretary would so 
direct the expenditure of the money as to work the 
least possible inconvenience to the mercantile com- 
munity. If there were the slightest foundation for 
the apprehensions which were entertained, he would 


agree to the amendment of the gentleman, but it 


would do no good, as the section itself provided for 


| the same object. 


this money was not to be drawn out on treasury || 


warrants, asked what then would be the benefit of 
this provision? If the money went into the treas- 
ury, it must come out legally by warrant. 

he gentleman from North Carolina said this 


money would be paid out as the soldiers were paid | 


in Mexico. Here, then, was a large amount which 
would be drawn by the collector or other 


purpose of paying these drawbacks, as, from time | 


to time, they were demanded. Now, he asked, | 
what check was there in such a provision? He | 


had supposed that the object was to take it out of | 


the hands of collectors. But, even if it were to be 
drawn out by warrant, he told gentlemen, from 


The CHAIRMAN again announced the ques- 
tion to be on the amendment of Mr. McKay to 
the fourth section. 

Mr. GRINNELL moved that the committee 
rise, and remarked that he would be willing to take 
up this bill again at whatever time the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. McKay] desired; but 


_ the House wanted time to examine it, and were 


paymas- | Mr. Me 
ter in New York, and kept in his hands for the | 


; 


' 


unprepared to act upon it now. 

The motion to rise was rejected. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
AY, it was ed to. 

Mr. HUNT moved to add at the end of the 
fourth section the following: 

also, That all drawbacks, debentures, and boun- 

ties, authorized by law, may be paid by the colleetor of cus- 
toms at the port of exportation, without previous application 


to the Treasury Department, and in the same manner prac- 
tised heretofore. , 


Disagreed to. 
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Mr. HALL, of New York, moved to add to the || standing warrants upon the treasury, did not the 


bill the following additional sections: 


Src. 5. nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he hereby is, directed to report to Con- 
gress, at the commencement of the next session thereof, the 
actual amount of moneys in the treasury of the United States 
at the commencement of the fiscal year on the Ist day of 
July, 1848, stating in such report what portion of such 
amount belongs absolutely to the United States, and what 
portion thereot is held in trust, and the nature and deserip 
tion of each of the trusts under which such moneys are held, 
and the amount held under each of said trusts respectively ; 
and in case the amount of trust funds theretofore paid into 
the treasury of the United States, and not expended in dis 
charge of its duties as trustee, shall exceed the balance then 
in the treasury, that he shall state the amount of such trust 
funds so paid into the treasury, and not expended as afore- 
eaid, under each of such wusts respectively; and that said 
Secretary of the Treasury shall, at the same time, report to 
Congress a statement of all the outstanding warrants drawn 
against the treasury and not paid at the commencement of the 
said flacal year, stating the amounts of each of said warrants, 
and the accouats on which the same were drawn, and whe- 
ther the same were or were not drawn on account of trust 
funds which had been before paid into the treasury. 

Bro. 6. And be it further enacted, That the President, each 
of the heads of departments, and all the officers of the Uni- 
ted States who, as such officers or heads of departments, 
shall, at the commencement of said fiscal year, bold or con- 
trol any moneys, securities, or other valuable thing in trust 
under any law or treaty of the United States, he and they 
are hereby directed to report to Congress at its next session 
the nature and character of each of said trusts, when and 
how the same was created, and the amount of moneys and 
description ef the securities or other valuable thing which 
may have been at any time,and were atthe commencement 
of the said fiscal year, held or controlled, and the receipts 
and payments on account thereof. 


Mr. HALL remarked that the bill now under 
consideration was one of which he heartily ap- 
proved. It proposed to take effect at the com- 
mencement of the next fiscal year. He desired, 
therefore, that, as proposed by his amendment, at 
that time we should have a statement of the precise 
amount of funds in the treasury, designating abso- 
lutely the amount belonging to the United States, 
and the amount held by the United States in trust 


# were; and also the fact that one statement includ- 


for the Indian tribes, or for any other purpose | 


whatsoever. 


The first section which he offered proposed, | 


moreover, that the Secretary of the Treasury 
should state the amount of outstanding warrants, 
and why they had not been paid. This statement 
would show the amount of money in the treasury 
subject to warrants; or, if there was no such money, 


it would show the amount which the United States | 


were indebted on account of trust funds, and the 
amount remaining in the treasury. 
He proposed also to require of the collectors and 


all other officers having public funds in their hands | 


the amount of trust funds held by them. As far 
as he had been able to learn, there had been made 
no report to Congress within a long period which 
enabled them to determine the amount of trust 
funds held by the United States, or what officers 
had control of those funds. He desired to see, at 
the commencement of the next session of Congress, 
a report made by every officer of the Government 
who holds trust funds, and that they should give 
an account of their stewardship. 


Mr. McKAY suggested that this was not the 


lace to insert calls for information, this being a 
Pitt which would go on the statute-book; that the 
gentleman from New York would accomplish his 
object on the next resolution day by offering a reso- 
lution calling for the information which he desired. 

But the first section proposed was wholl 
necessary. It required the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to report to Congress at the commencement of 
the next session the amount in the treasury on 
the Ist of July, 1848. Now, the Secretary always 
had done that; he was required to do it by the law 
of 1789. Look at the report of the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury at the present session, and the gen- 


un- | 


tleman would find that the Secretary stated the | 


amount which was in the treasury on the Ist of 


July Jast, and at the next session he would give | 
the same information, coming up to the Ist of July | 
next; he would state the balance then remaining in | 


the treasury. 


Then in regard to the next point—viz: the call | 


upon the Secretary of the Treasury to state the || 


amount of trust funds in the treasury—if the gen- , 


tleman would take the trouble to look into the 
tables attached to the report of the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, he would there find all the infor- 
mation he asked on this point. All the money the 
United States held in trust for the different Indian 
tribes was distinctly stated; this information was 
given at the commencement of every session. 
Then in regard to the call for the amount of out- 


gentleman know that every three months—upon 
the Ist of April, or two or three days after, and at 
the beginning of every three months thereafter— 
this very statement was published in the ‘* Intelli- 
gencer’’ and ** Union?” 

Therefore the sections were wholly unnecessary. 
In case the inquiries were necessary, they would 
more properly form the subject of a resolution. 
But all the information asked for was found in the 
printed documents. 

Mr. HALL replied that he understood there was 
such a report in relation to outstanding drafts as 
the gentleman mentioned; but he understood, too, 
that the statement annexed to the annual report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury of the balance re- 
maining in the treasury at the end of the year, and 
the statement of the Register of the Treasury of 
the same balance, did not agree; and the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, if he would examine the 
two, would see that the Secretary of the Treasury 
stated it to be something over $1,700,000, while the 
Register of the Treasury showed the amount in the 
treasury at the same time to be nearly $5,000,000. 
Now, this difference, as he understood, grew out 

_of the fact, that in the one the outstanding war- 
rants were not included, and in the other ct! 


ed and the other statement excluded trust funds. 
By reference to these documents, they could un- 
doubtedly find the amount of outstanding warrants 
at the time of their publication, but he had not been 
able to find there or elsewhere any statement of the 
amount of trust funds in the treasury. 

Mr. McKAY (Mr. Hatz yielding) said the Gov- 
ernment held in trust for the Indian tribes various 
sums of money. Some of this money had been 
invested in United States and State stocks, and the 
stocks had been paid over to the tribes. But in 
another portion of the documents the aggregate 
amount was given of the trust funds which the 
Government now holds, but which were not in the 
treasury, for the Government had used the money. 
The gentleman, if he would look into the appropri- 
ation bills, would see the appropriations, from year 
to year, of large sums of money for the payment 
of the interest upon these funds, which the Goy- 
ernment had not thought proper to invest. 

Mr. HALL (continuing) said, a large portion of 
these trust funds had been invested in one form or 
another, in State stocks or otherwise, sometimes 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, and sometimes under the direction of the 
| Secretary of War. But he wished to remind the 

honorable gentleman from North Carolina that 
| there were other sums held in trust by the Gov- 
/ ernment than those which had been taken for the 
benefit of the Indian tribes. The funds of the 
Smithsonian Institution were one instance. And 
| one of the objects he had in offering his amendment 
| was, to discover the amount of money which had 
| been received as trust funds, and expended for the 
| ordinary purposes of Government. He wanted 
to know how the money received in trust by the 
Government, or its officers, had been invested. 
He wanted information on this subject, and he 
believed the country wanted information on this 
subject; and he apprehended, when they were 
about to adopt the new system of the gentleman 
from North Carolina, the present was the proper 
time to adopt the amendment to this bill, which 
would bring forward this information. He had no 
disposition to embarrass this bill, but it was one of 
whose objects he heartily approved. 

Mr. STROHM, in a few remarks very indis- 
tinctly heard, was understood to suggest to Mr. 
Hatt the propriety of not pressing hisamendment, 
as the-Committee on Public Expenditures would, 
before the session closed, bring forward a bill 
which would meet the object of the gentleman, by 
requiring the same information, and the statement 
of these accounts in such a manner as that every- 
body could understand them. 

The committee then roseand reported progress. 

PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 

Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Printing, 
to which was referred the resolution of the House 
of the 8th instant, in relation to the printing of 
extra numbers-of the report of the Commissioner 
of Patents, made a report, recommending that the 
usual number of copies of the said report be print- 
ed, and, in addition thereto, that ninety thousand 
copies extra of the same, without the list of patents 
granted and expired, the claims, and the opinions 





BE. 





March 15, 
of the Chief Justice, and ten thousand extr; 


of the whole report be printed, and that ff 


t fiftee 
hundred copies of the former and five hundred 
copies of the latter be delivered to the Comyis. 


sioner of Patents for the use of the Patent Office 
The report further states, that the cost of printing 
will be about twenty-six cents per copy, and ca, 
be bound at about fourteen cents per copy, maki gr 
the cost of each copy bound at forty cents, and the 
aggregate cost of printing and binding the whole 
number will amount to about forty thousand do}. 
lars. The committee unanimously recommend {| 
binding of the whole number. 
Pending the report, the House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, March 15, 1848. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 

the following letter: 
WasuinotTon, March 15, 1848, 

Sir: Very unexpectedly to me, and very much against py 
personal wishes, I have been induced, from patriotic eny. 
siderations | hope, to accept an office of whieh you and the 
Senate are advised, which renders it necessary that I shon|q 
resign my seat as one of the Senators from the State of Ar. 
kansas; and that resignation is herewith tendered. 

Wishing you, sir, and each member of the Senate, every 


| blessing which this life can afford, | have the honor to be, 
| sir, with high respect, your obedient servant, 


A. H. SEVIER. 


Vice President of the United States. 
On motion by Mr. ASHLEY, it was 


Ordered, That the Vice Presipent be requested to inform 


| Hon. Grorce M. Datuas, 


| the Executive of the State of Arkansas, that the Hon. Ay. 


BROSE H. Sevier has this day resigned his seat in the Sen- 


| ate. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a report of the Secretary of the Navy, made agree- 
ably to law, accompanied by a statement from the 
Second Comptroller of the Treasury, of the appro- 


priations for the naval service for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1847. 


Mr. CAMERON presented a preamble and res- 
olutions passed by the Legislature of the State of 
Pennsylvania, in favor of the construction ofa rail- 
road from Lake Michigan to the Pacific Ocean, on 
the plan proposed by Mr. Whitney; which were 
laid upon the table. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition of numerous 
citizens of the town of St. Louis, Missouri, stating 
their belief that the present war with Mexico was 
altogether wrong in principle and most pernicious in 
its effects, and asking Congress to use all lawful 
means for its speedy termination, by the exercise 
of their constitutional authority in defining the ob- 
ject of the war, by the immediate cessation of hos- 
tilities, by the settlement of just and honorable 
terms as the basis of a treaty of peace, and by per- 
severing efforts to negotiate with the proper au- 
thority of Mexico until agreement to such terms 
can be obtained. 

Mr. B. said the memorial was numerously sign- 
ed and the parties highly respectable and intelligent, 
and it gave him great pleasure to add that the 
peer of the petitioners was in a very fair way of 

ing accomplished. 


Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of citizens 
of Pennsylvania, praying that the United States 
army may be recalled from Mexico and peace 
established with that republic; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing the establishment of a mail route from Provi- 
dence to Tufton, in that State; which was referred 
to Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Leonard Gray, a soldier in 
the last war with Great Britain, praying to be 
allowed a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. LEWIS presented a petition of citizens of 
Clarke county, Alabama, praying the establish- 
ment of a mail route from Wilderness Post Office, 
to Mott’s Post Office, in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of T. L. Smith, praying a rant 
of land to the Eufaula and Geneva Railroad Com- 

y to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
ufaula to Pensacola; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolv- 
tion, which was read the first and second times by 
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»nanimous consent, and referred to the Committee 


on the Contingent Expenses of the Senate: 
Resolved, ‘hat the Secretary of the Senate allow and pay, 
of the contingent fund of the Senate, to James Moore, 
= ame per diem compensation that is now allowed and 
ate ihe boys assisting the mail carriers of the Senate, he 
Con performed the same duties during the 28th Congress 
without compensation. 


Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on the 
tudiciary, to whom was referred the petition of 


Frederick Dawson, James Schott, and Elisha Dana | 


Whitney, submitted a report, accompanied by a 
pill for their relief. 


The bill was read and passed to the second read- | 


Ordered, That the report be printed. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the same Committee, 
to whom Was referred the petition of Leslie Combs, 
su 
ed. , : 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee of Claims, 





mitted a report; which was ordered to be print- | 


to whom was referred the memorial of the widow | 


and legal representatives of Reuben Lassiter, sub- 
mitted an aveise report; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, to whom were referred the 
pills from the House of Representatives for the 
relief of John Mitchell, and for the relief of John 
Manley, reported them without amendment. 


Acreeably to notice, Mr. DOUGLAS asked and || 


obtained leave to bring in a bill to establish the 
Territory of Nebraska; which was read the first and 
second times, by unanimous consent, and referred 
to the Committee on Territories. 


Agreeably to notice, Mr. BENTON asked and | 


obtained Jeave to bring in a joint resolution to pro- | 


mote the purchase of American hemp for the use of 
the American navy; which was read the first and 
second times, by unanimous consent, and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


EXAMINERS OF PATENTS. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments made e the House of Representatives to 
the bill of the Se 
iners in the Patent Office, and for other purposes; 
and, 

On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, it was 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Committee 
on Patents and the Patent Office. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Commodore Foxall A. Parker, of the United 
States navy; and, 

On motion by Mr. BADGER, it was 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof 
be postponed until to-morrow. 

BILLS FROM THE HOUSE. 

The bills from the House of Representatives for 
the relief of Sarah Stokes, widow of John Stokes; 
forthe relief of Esther Russell; for the relief of 
Jonathan Moore, of the State of Massachusetts; 
for the relief of Robert Ellis; and for the relief of 


nate to provide additional exam- | 


| 


Catharine Fulton, of Washington county, Penn- 


sylvania; were severally read the first and second 
times, by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

The bills from the House of Representatives 
relating to the collection district of New Orleans, 
and for other 


Red River Railroad Company, were severally read 


urposes, and for the relief of the || 


the first and second times, by unanimous consent, 


and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


The bills from the House of Representatives for | 


the relief of Stalker and Hill, and for the relief of | 


Reuben Perry and Thomas P. Ligon, were seve- 
rally read the first and second times, by unanimous 
consent, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


The bill from the House of Representatives for | 


the benefit of Benjamin White, was read the first | 
and second times, by unanimous consent, and re-_ 


ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
The bills from the House of Representatives for 


the relief of Anthony Bessee, and for the relief of | 


Charles Cappell, were severally read the first and 
second times, by unanimous consent, and referred 
‘o the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

The bill from the House of Representatives for the 


change the name of Photius Kavasales to that of 
Phouus Fisk, and to amend the act entitled “An 


act to regulate the proceedings in the circuit court | 


of the United States, and for other purposes,” 
passed 8th August, 1846, were severally read the 


first and second times, by unanimous consent, and | 


| referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
| Sentatives for the relief of George R. Smith was 


read the first and second times, by unanimous con- | 


sent, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


to bring in a bill relating to the publi¢ lands. - 


JOHN PAUL JONES. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the bill 
for the relief of the heirs of John Paul Jones; and 
| they were concurred in. 


CLAIMS AGAINST MEXICO. 


The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the joint resolution to create 
a board to ascertain and determine the amount of 
each of the claims of the citizens of the United 

States against Mexico; and 
| On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of La., it was 

Ordered, That it be recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 


THE TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 


Mr. CASS moved that the prior orders of the 
day be postponed, and that the bill making pro- 
visions for an increase of the regular army be taken 
up; which was agreed to. 

The question pending being the motion by Mr. 
| ButLer, to recommit the bill to the Committee on 
| Military Affairs, with instructions to strike out all 
after the enacting clause, and insert the following: 

‘‘That the regular army shall be increased as follows, to 
wit: To each company of artillery, infantry, and regiment 
of riflemen, there shall be added privates, and to each 
| of the regiments aforesaid as inany subalterns as will pro- 
vide two first lieutenants and two second lieutenants respect- 
ively: Provided, That the said troops shall be required to 
serve during the war with Mexico, but may be sooner dis- 
charged by order of the President.”’ 

The yeas and nays were demanded by Mr. 
BREESE, and being seconded, were ordered and 

taken with the following result: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Butler, 
Calhoun, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis of 
| Massachusetts, Dayton, Greene, Hale, Mangum, Phelps, 
and Underwood—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Bradbury, Breese, Cameron, Cass, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Han- 
negan, Hunter, Johnson of Georgia, Johnson of Louisiana, 
| Lewis, Mason, Moor, Niles, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, 
| and Yulee—28. » 

; : 

| The question being on the passage of the bill, 
Mr. CALHOUN said: If had no anticipation that 

| this bill would be put on its passage to-day. I 

have had no opportunity of being heard upon it, 

and I desire to offer my views before it be passed. 

With this view, | hope it may be laid over till to- 





| morrow. I move that it be laid over till to-mor- 
| row. 
Mr. CASS. _ Ihave merely to observe that if the 


entleman wishes to offer some remarks on the bill, 
will hear him with great pleasure. But the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Mason] has the floor. 

Mr. CALHOUN. L[had forgotten that; and of 
course I do not desire to be heard before the gen- 
tleman from Virginia. 

Mr. MASON. When this bill was under the 
consideration of the Senate some three weeks since, 
| the debate was made to embrace the entire subject 
| connected with the origin of the war and its conduct 
on the part of the Governzent of the United States. 
lt was my purpose then tw havegone into the debate 
to the extent to which it nad then proceeded. But 
since that time, events have transpired, perfectly 
weil known to the country, which would, in my 


|| judgment, render it inexpedient, if not impossible, 


relief of G. F. de la Roche and W. P. 8. Sanger, | 
was read the first and second times, by unanimous | 
consent, and referred to the Committee on Naval | 


ffairs, 


The bills from the House of Representatives to . 


to present views intended for a totally different 
state of the case. What these events are I may 
not be perhaps permitted to allude to here, further 
than as they have gone forth to the country on 
well accredited rimor. But, sir, 1 have not yet 
heard that a peace has been made with Mexico. 
If such be the fact, 1 am uninformed of it. That 
a negotiation may be pending may be true—that 
an armistice exists between the two contending 
| armies may be true. But if that be true, it exists 
only on a rumor, which, as I have said, is so well 


Mr. BAGBY gave notice that on to-morrow, or | 
at an early day, he would ask leave of the Senate | 
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accredited as to render it in bad taste to speak of 
one who was an enemy in the terms in which I 
should have been oor to do on a former occa- 
sion. I have said, that, so far as I am informed, 
there is as yet no peace with Mexico. Now, if 
such be the fact, where is the policy, where is the 
wisdom of refusing to pass this bill? If negotia- 
tions, with a view to peace, are pending, have we 
not had such experience of the character of that 
foe with whom we were once, and may be again, 
engaged in warfare as teaches us the necessity of 
all proper precaution now? Do we not know that 
if Mexico be brought to listen to the terms of peace, 
it will be because she has been prostrated and ren- 
dered powerless by the force of our arms? Do we 
not know that up to a very late period, with a per- 
fect consciousness that it must be madness to resist 
longer, the spirit of every party in Mexico was 
averse toa peace? A spirit of infatuation seemed 
to pervade them to the last moment, when they 
were forced to submit to the stern lesson of infe- 
riority. Now, who can doubt—I submit to Sena- 
tors around me and to the country—who can doubt 
that if Mexico should acquire fresh confidence from 
any occurrences here, nothing would be so likely 
to be seized upon by her as a determination on the 
part of this Senate to stop where we were, and re- 
frain from making any further provision to carry 
onawar? We have learned that Mexico is a wil 

and a faithless foe. What was her conduct with 
regard to the mission that was sent to her, on her 
own invitation, before the war began, and which 
was promptly acceded to with the view of prevent- 
ing hostilities? She invited a minister, and prom- 
ised to receive him. He was sent—sent speedily— 
in order to evince the earnest desire on the part 
of this Government to preventa war. The dis- 
courteous reception with which that minister was 
met is known. The Mexican Government denied 
that his mission was even anticipated! Procrasti- 
nating, delaying Mexico sought refuge in every 
possible expedient, and attributed our indulgence 
to pusillanimity and weakness. The minister was 
instructed to remain and to preserve the equanim- 
ity of his temper in all his intercourse with Mexi- 
co, to avoid a collision, and, if possible, to adjust, 
by negotiation, the difficulties pending between the 
two countries. But our minister was compelled 
to return from his bootless mission. Again, how 
was it after the war had commenced, and when 
our armies were thundering at the gates of Mexi- 
co? A faithless armistice was proposed. Mexico 
sought a suspension of hostilities, with a view to 
negotiation. It is now known to history, that in 
violation of the stipulations of that armistice every 
hour was employed in strengthening their defences 
with a view to carry on the war! Such is the char- 
acter of this foe. Now, whether there be or be 
not a peace resulting from the negotiation now 
spoken of as pending is a tale yet untold of time; 
and he is a bold man who, knowing what is now 
known, will venture to form a deliberate judgment 
that peace will follow. My own decided impres- 
sion, then, is, that every consideration of prudence 
and wise policy demand that this bill should pass, 
and pass immediately. I had made up my mind 
not to enter into the subject-matter of the former 
debate. It would be unsuited to the occasion to do 
so. I hope that the time has gone by for the dis- 
cussion of that question, but the time has not pone: 
by for those liars measures which should be 
prosecuted promptly, in order to evince such a de- 
termination on our part as will compel the Mexi- 
can Government to declare an honest and bona fide 


cessation of hostilities.+ I have risen merely for 


the purpose of expressing that opinion, I trust 
that there will not be any debate further than that 
indicated by the Senator from South Carolina; but 
should there be any new debate, I may enter into 


it when it arises. 


Mr. BADGER moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of Executive business. 

Mr. CASS. I hope that the Senate will not 
agree to that motion. It appears to me that there 
is business of vastly more importance to be acied 
on in open session. 

The yeas and nays were demanded on the ques- 
tion, and being seconded, were taken, with the 
following result: 

YEAS—Measrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Buier, 
Calhoun, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden Davis of 
Massachusetts, Greene, _ Johnson of Louisiana, Man- 


m, Phelps, and Underw: 17. 
eONAYS_M esers. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, 


y, Benton, 
Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, Davis of Missis- 
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The motion was therefore not agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, rose and re- 
marked, that not being present when the question 
was put, he had voted under a mtsappre hension; 
he did not know that the vote was taken on the 
roposition of the Senator from South Carolina, 
{Mr. Borie] or he would have voted for it; that 
from what had recently occurred, he could not 
now believe that the additional regiments contem- 
plated by the bill under consideration, would be 
required at all; under existing circumstances, there . 
fore, he preferre d that provision for an increase of 
the United States army should be made in the 
manner proposed by the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, by filling up the old regiments. He would 
not, however, in conse quence of the large majority 
against the proposition, move a reconsideration of 
the vote. 

Mr. MANGUM. I move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of this bill till this day fortnight. 
It is true, | have very little hope that this motion 
will prevail; and yet I cannot well suppress the 
expression of my great surprise—I might almost 
say my astonishment—that this bill is pressed at 
this time, in the spirit which has been manifested 
in the circumstances by which we are now sur- 
rounded, It is probable that there are many other 
gentlemen who desire to be heard on this subject, 
and yet it is perfectly well known that the phases 
of public business have undergone a very great 
change, although we are inhibited by circum- 
stances from explaining the how or wherefore. It 
seems to me that,asa matter of taste, not to speak 
of policy, it cannot but be regarded as most extra- 
ordinary to press this bill in this spirit at the pres- 
ent moment. At all events, allow a week or two 
weeks to elapse, and then dispose of the question. 
it would be very important, it seems to me, that 
we should go into Executive session before we are 
called upon to take the vote upon the question now 
before us. But it is refused to go into Executive 
session—refused by an overwhelming majority of 
this body. And yet gentlemen are to be tongue- 
tied; they are to be prohibited from making any 
reference to matters which are of essential import- 
ance in the consideration of this very question. 
We are called on to occupy the same ground as 
was presented six weeks ago, although it is known 
that the ground is changed. We are to be put 
absolutely in duress by the manner in which this 
question is now brought forward. It is of great 
and obvious importance that we should be enabled 
to refer to things as they are. It certainly strikes 
me as the most extraordinary proceeding I have 
ever witnessed, when we are called upon to act on 
this subject as if we stood precisely on the same 
ground that we did six weeks ago. Nota battle 
has been fought since last fall. Our troops repose 
in Mexico perfectly at their ease. We have forty 
thousand men there, and there is nota thousand 
armed men in the whole Republic of Mexico to 
oppose them. There is not even the rumor of an 
assault; and yet in that state of things, and when 
you can fill up the regiments now organized to 
sixty thousand men, we are called upon and pressed 
to send ten thousand additional troops to Mexico! 
Why, sir, is it not apparent, that that augmenta- 
tion of your military force can have no reference 
to the Mexican war, whatever bearing it may have 
upon Executive patronage? I impute none but 
atriotic motives to the honorable chairman of the 

Lilitary Committee; but so far as regards the ac- 
celeration of peace, or the termination of the war— 
so far as regards any purpose for which those ten 
regiments might be required in Mexico, I think if 


we were permitted to go into this subject, and as | 


we all know it now to exist, it would be utterly 
impossible to discover even the shadow of pro- 
priety for such a procedure at this time, in all the 
circumstances of the case. At all events, if this 


question is to be pressed against my convictions | 


of propriety—against my conviction, also, that it 


would be in violation of the pretty well established | 


usage of this body, it will change essentially my 
views and conduct upon another question that will 
come before us. I hope, judging tems what I have 
seen heretofore, that these considerations will work 
out such a conviction upon the minds of at least a 
sufficient number, that we may be allowed to speak 
fully of all we know, and all that is pertinent to the 
matter now under consideration, and is submitted 


to us for discussion in open session. I cannot be- | Mr. MANGUM. [hold that that sur 


lieve that if this appeal were put properly before 
the President and heads of departments, embracing 
the consideration of another question which must 
be acted on in another capacity, and which must 
bring upon them embarrassment in its full weight, 
that all warlike operations and movements would 
be suspended for the present. But the truth is, 
that when parties become harnessed, to use a cant 
phrase, they generally ‘* go it blind.’’ I appeal to 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
to let us have an opportunity of speaking to this 
subject in open day, and with all the light which 
can be brought to bear upon it. [ appeal to the 
magnanimity—to the sense of justice of Senators 
on the other side of the Chamber—and I hope that 
there is no necessity of making any appeal to a 


single Senator on this side—to free those who wish | 


to speak on this. subject from the duress and the 
chains in which they are now placed. I cannot 


believe that if the matter were properly considered, | 


there would be a persistence in this course at this 
time. ‘The going into Executive session is refused 
by a very large majority 

Mr. BENTON. Will the Senator hear one 
word? | voted against going into Executive ses- 





sion, because a bill of the highest importance is | 


pending, which we wish to take up. 
Mr. MANGUM. If the bill to which the hon- 
orable Senator alluded be called up, and it is, as I 


hear, of importance, I shall certainly be in favor of | 


rroceeding with it. 


Mr. CALHOUN, (in his seat.) Move to lay | 


this bill on the table. 

Mr. MANGUM. I will vary my motion, but 
may have occasion again to renew it. I move that 
the bill lie on the table for the present. 

Mr. CASS. 
has expressed a good deal of surprise 

Mr. HALE. Is this motion debatable ? 

Mr. CASS. Will the Senator withdraw his mo- 
tion for a moment? 

Mr. MANGUM. Certainly. 

Mr. CASS. The Senator has expressed sur- 
prise that this bill which has been ae te consider- 
ation for a period of three months, should be press- 
ed to a vote. 





has been discussed to the fullest extent on both 
sides of the Chamber during the last three months, 
yet the gentleman from North Carolina talks of 
haste. 

Mr. MANGUM. It has been in dry-dock for 
three weeks; and the Senator will recollect that the 
signs of the times have changed. 

Mr. CASS. It has been in the dry-dock for 
three weeks! Well, it is now time that it was 
afloat upon the ocean. But I have not the slight- 
est conception of what it is to which the gentleman 
alludes when he speaks of gagging. He seems to 
suppose that we must go into Executive session 
before we proceed to act upon this bill. Well, I 
can only conjecture the bearing which an Execu- 
tive session can have upon this subject. It is sup- 
posed out of doors that we have ratified a certain 
instrument—that the two great parties of the Sen- 
ate have been divided—that we stood pro and con— 
and that we want to explain ourselves eventually, 
but what that has to do with this bill passes my 
comprehension. It is simply a question whether 
we shall raise this additional force for two pur- 
poses: first, to be ready for the immediate prose- 
cution of hostilities in the event of the rejection of 
the treaty by Mexico—quite a possible result from 
the unstable nature of her government, and the irri- 
tated feelings of her people; and perhaps I might 
say, that itis a probable result, at all events every- 
thing admonishes us of the necessity of being pre- 
pared; and second, that we may send out with our 
minister the vote of preparation—the intelligence 
that, in the event ofa refusal of the treaty, we are 
ready to prosecute the war with the utmost vigor. 
_ Our own eagie presents the illustration of our pol- 
icy—the olive branch and the arrows—the one to 
be used if we may, the other if we must. I trust 
that this bill will be passed by the unanimous vote 
of both Houses. If it should be thus passed im- 
mediately, I have no more doubt than I Lave of my 
own existence, that we should have peace. With- 
out the passage of this bill, I do not undertake to 
say how long peace may be deferred. But I re- 
peat, suppose the supposition is correct, and that 
| you go on to ratify this paper, I might rather say 
‘as the public says, to negotiate—— 


I confess that I cannot understand | 
the grounds of the gentleman’s surprise. The bill 





The Senator from North Carolina |! 
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sippi, Dickinson, Dix, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Foote, Hun- 
ter, Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Mason, Moor, Niles, Turney, 
Weesteot, and Yulee —20. 


March 15, 


; : : *POSitIOn 
is entirely out of order. It is not to be entertai 


in open session that anything at all has be en don 
in secret session. I make a question of order. _ 

Mr. CASS. 1 have only to say then, that jj 
have not a right to suppose anything here, | d 
know what right appertains to a Senator, 

Mr. MANGUM. I might suppose a thousand 
things might have happened in a corresponde 
and the supposition might conform exactly to 
fact, and if that be in order, I see no sort of objec. 
tion to opening this discussion without any further 
action. But if | happened to be mistaken—— 

Mr. CASS. The Senator himself introduced the 
whole thing distinctly and openly, so that no oyp 
could misunderstand bim. Unless we affect 1, 
have a spirit of mysticism, unbecoming us and the 
occasion, it is utterly impossible to avoid allusions 
to what is known to all. 

Mr. MANGUM. I renew my motion. It js 
with no purpose of embarrassment that I make 
this motion. 

Mr. ALLEN. I should like to know the object 
of laying the bill on the table. 

Mr. MANGUM. That the Senator from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Benton] may call up the appropriation 
bill. 

Mr. CASS. The Senator from Missouri has 
not, as I understand, intimated such a design. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Proceed with 
the call. 

The yeas and nays were demanded; and, being 
seconded, were taken with the following result: 


ned 


if we 
0 not 


nee, 


the 


YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Cathoun, 
Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis of Massacly- 


| setts, Dayton, Greene, Hale, Johnson of Louisiana, Man- 


gum, Phelps, Underwood, and Webster—18. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atehison, Atherton, Bagby, 
Benton, Bradbury, Breese, Butler, Cameron, Cass, Davis of 


| Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Foote, 


Hannegan, Hunter, Johnsen of Georgia, Lewis, Mason, 


Moor, Niles, ‘Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—2s. 


The question again recurring on the passage of 
the bill— 


Mr. BALDWIN addressed the Senate at leneth 
against the bill. He expressed his regret that the 


question should be prey now, and particularly 


so for reasons which were known to the Senate, 
He could see no necessity for this augmentation 


of our force in Mexico, and scarcely a plausible 


reason for this great increase of the patronage of 


| the Executive. 


The war in Mexico was ended. 


| There were no more battles to be fought, no more 





| tion of our forces. 


victories to be won. Our sister Republic, in whose 
early career our warmest sympathies had been en- 
listed, now lies prostrate, crushed to the earth, her 
Government driven from place to place, in search 
of a resting spot; her seven millions of population 
are dissociated, disorganized, with scarcely the 
form of a Government existing, and all her admiu- 
istration, general and local, conducted under the in- 
fluence of martial law. Our gallant army has only 

aused in its career of victory, because there is no 
onger to be found any enemy to impede its prog- 
ress, and, instead of being employed at this mo- 


| Ment in war and battles with the enemy, is occu- 
pied in the business of collecting military contri- 


butions, for the support of our troops, from an 
impoverished people. What army is there now 
to Ge encountered in combat? There is no neces- 
sity for adding a regiment to our army in Mexico. 
The whole country is looking for peace—hoping 
for peace—for anything rather than the augmenta- 
Mexico, instead of new troops 
being sent into her territory, expects the with- 
drawal of those now there. No one out of this 
Capitol calculates on such a movement. The 
streets and avenues of our city are filled with offi- 
cers who have returned from the seat of war, be- 
cause there is no longer employment for them 
there; while those who remain there, in the ab- 
sence of other employment, are turning their hatred 
on each other. To what purpose, then, is this 


| new force to be sent to Mexico? Is it for the pur- 


pose of compelling them to make new cessions of 
territory? If so, such an object would not have 
his approbation. He wanted no additional terri- 
tory—the country wanted none. All that the 


_ country required was peace, and indemnity to those 


of our citizens who have suffered wrongs from 
Mexico. Both of these, he believed, Mexico was 
entirely disposed to give. If we have been in 
jured in our honor, we have taken ample redress, 
a full measure of vengeance. Our Government 


has always prided itself in never demanding what 
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that is wrong. On what principle, then, are we 
shout to send out an army to drive a bargain with 
Mexico? He thought it clearly unjust to urge on 
Mexico to surrender any portion of her territory ; 
vet, from the message of the President, which was 
explicit on this point, he could not doubt that this 
yas one of the purposes of the present bill. 

Mr. B. went on to inquire into the constitution- 
slity of the war with Mexico, Fle maintained that 
the President could not of himself place the coun- 
try in a state of war. A mere collision of troops 
yas not war, unless sanctioned by the Government. 
He referred to the instructions of the Secretary of 
War to General Taylor, that he should not confine 
himself to defensive operations, but that he should 
wtaggressively. It was proper that General Tay- 
lpr should place himself in a strong defensive 
position; but he could have no sufficient authority 
foracts of aggression. He referred to the corre- 
spondence of the War Department to sustain him 
in this statement. 


put to instruct him to carry on aggressive opera- 
‘ions indicated a determination, from the first, to 
conquer and obtain Mexico. 


He adverted to the claims of our citizens against | 


Mexico, and to the steps which had been taken b 
the Government to obtain a recognition and liqui- 
dation of them. 


alone prevented her from discharging her obliga- 
tions under the treaty which she had entered into 
with the United States for the adjustment of these 
claims. We had no more right to complain of 
Mexico for her non-payment of the claims, than 
Mexico had to complain of us for an interference 
with Texas. She had an acknowledged right to 
endeavor to conquer her revolted province, and to 
compel her to contribute her portion to the general 
indebtedness of Mexico; and we, by merging Tex- 


as into our Union, had thwarted her in this object. | 
When we took Texas, we placed ourselves in a | 
position which rendered it liable for the default of | 


Texas in relation to Mexico. Under these circum- 
stances, it was incumbent on us to treat with Mex- 
ico ina liberal spirit. And he believed it was origi- 
nally the intention of our Government to act towards 
her in that liberal spirit. Whether it was in that 
spirit that Mr, Slidell was sent was another ques- 


tion, and a question on which he was not now | 
permitted to speak. If Mr. Slidell’s mission was a | 


mission of peace, the sending of General Taylor 
to the Rio Grande, and of Captain Gillespie to Cal- 
ifornia, was scarcely consistent with it. 


Before Texas came into the Union, she agreed to | 
pay five millions of the debt of Mexico for her in- | 


dependence, and we have deprived Mexico of that 
amount by admitting Texas into our Union. He 
believed that when the correspondence between 
our Government and Mr. Shannon should be pub- 
lished, it would show that we were disposed to set- 
tle our claims both to boundary and indemnity on 
the most liberal basis. 
Texas, he combated the idea that her right of soil 
extended to the Rio Grande; and asked if the in- 
hatitants who fled before General Taylor were 
Texans or Mexicans? He was opposed to the 
cession of any territory which Texas had nota 
right to cede. He denied the right of Mexico to 
cede any of her independent States to us; and ex- 
ressed astonishment that such cession should have 
een demanded by our Government. And what 
could be our object in asking a cession of terri- 
tory? Had Congress disclosed any great public 
object which was to be promoted? He maintained 
that, unless for some great national purpose point- 
ed out by Congress, we had no right to ask fom a 
foreign nation a cession of territory. We have no 
right to admit foreign territory into our Union. for 
the mere purpose of forming new States. Louisi- 
ana was acquired to quiet the discontented popu- 
lation of the West, and on the ground of a strong 
and inevitable necessity. The purchase was made, 
and received the sanction of Congress. And it 
was the same with Florida. But no such claim of 
hecessity exists to justify the acquisition of Cali- 
fornia and the territory to the Pacific, which is onl 
Suitable for a Mexican or an Indian population. It 
can avail nothing to us for the purposes of cultiva- 
tion or settlement. California is mostly a sterile 
desert, for the possession of which it would be folly 
‘o enter into a war. Mexico has evinced a strong 
reluctance to cede New Mexico, alleging that the 
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It was the duty of the Execu- | 
tive to instruct General Taylor to defend himself; || 


He read extracts from the public | 
documents, to show that the poverty of Mexico | 


As to the boundary of || 


inhabitants are loyal, and ought not to be trans- 
ferred to the United States. And is it to overcome 


this reluctance that these new troops are to be sent 
to Mexico? 


He was opposed to the sending these ten regi- 


ments to trample down Mexico further than she | 


had been trampled on. 


He would take indemnity | 


for our wronged citizens, but he thought our honor | 


had been sufficiently redressed. 

to annex to our country a population dissimilar in 
| allits aspects. He was opposed to it, further, be- 

cause he could not but fear the effects of it on our 
southern domestic institutions. We may properly 
shut our doors, and say that we had already suffi- 
cient territory; that from thirteen we have increas- 
ed to sixteen States; and that we require nothing 
further. ‘To what further extent will the cupidity 
of our people carry us? Will it carry us to wage 
war in Canada? or to extend our territory still 


further south, by annexing the adjacent territory ? | 


Have we counted the costs of this process of ex- 
pansion? Have we calculated all the expense and 


mission the savage and warlike tribes with which 
| we must necessarily be brought in conflict in our 
career, and the further perils in which we may be- 
come involved? How could our Supreme Court, 
already burdened beyond its power of relieving 
itself, by the business of our present population, 
carry out the administration of justice through all 
the new countries which we may bring into our 
Union? 

In every view he could take of the subject, he 
could not bring himself to the conclusion, that it 
was either necessary or proper to send out these 
| ten regiments to reinforce our army in Mexico. 
He reminded the Senate that the force of our pres- 
ent army, after the regiments were filled up, would 
be sufficient for all contingencies likely to occur. 

Mr. ALLEN then said: In looking over the pro- 
ceedings of the Senate, I find that this bill was taken 
up on the 30th of December; that the discussion on 
it was opened on the 3d of January—more than two 
months since; the Senate, in the meantime, having 
been occupied in its consideration, with the excep- 
tion of the last two weeks, which have been spent 
in Executive session. Now, sir, it does seem to 
me, that there ought not only to be an end, buta 
| speedy end, put to this subject. I believe, that 
when the discussion was suspended on account of 
the other matter, of which I am not at liberty to 
speak, almost every gentleman of this body who 
intended to speak at all upon the bill, had spoken 
fully. I believe that the best thing which can be 
done to accomplish the end which all profess to 
desire—the final and diplomatic termination of this 
war—would be, to vote for a conditional augment- 
ation of the military force of the country; and that 
vote to accompany the minister who will bear the 
despatches to Mexico. Thatis my opinion. I am 
of opinion, that, if this vote be not taken, and if 
what may transpire here shall be permitted to trans- 
pire with the presumptive evidence that the country 
is disarmed, and is disarming, nothing beneficial 
will be the result. That is my deliberate opinion. 
I think that a vote now—to-day—or, at least, to- 
morrow, upon this bill, is absolutely necessary to 
the welfare of our interests in Mexico; and, enter- 
taining this opinion, and in consideration of the 
|| time already consumed in this discussion, looking 
also to the advanced period of the session, and the 
increasing desire on the part of all Senators that 
the session should not be protracted throughout 
| the whole year, I do hope that to-morrow, at the 
| very farthest period, the vote of the Senate will be 
taken on this bill. 
| It is in vain to say that gentlemen have not had 

an opportunity of being heard on this bill. There 
| has been sufficient opportunity for all to be heard. 

It is in vain to say, that any recently occurring 
| events change the reasons upon which the Presi- 
| dent recommends this bill. Although I am not 
one who, for the sake of patronage, desires this 











augmentation, yet I would much rather that the 
augmented patronage which this bill wiil give the 
Executive should be created, than that the public 
interests of the country should be put in peril, and 
be, perhaps, permanently endangered, as I believe 
they will be, by the further procrastination of the 
action of the Senate. I believe that we should 
treat, armed, and not disarmed—that we should 
| treat with manifest readiness to meet any emer- 

gency which failure of negotiation might bring 
| about, and not treat with a declaration in advance, 


inconvenience of subjugating and keeping in sub- | 


He had no desire | 
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that if Mexico refuse to make peace we cannot 
prosecute the war any further. I believe that some 
evil has aiready been done, and on another occa- 
sion [ intimaied the same opinion to the Senate, 
in consequence of relaxing the muscles of the coun- 
try in this struggle. I do not want to see a greater 
decree of lassitude in this contest, until we know 
that this war is not only concluded, but concluded 
by atreaty of peace. I do not wish to have a ces- 
sation of war without a treaty of peace, because 
that would be to protract the struggle indefinite- 
ly, and without any great and fixed object on the 
part of the Government. According to the views 
which I expressed on another occasion, peace 








| might have, as I thought, been obtained more 
_ speedily under other circumstances, and other au- 


spices; but in no circumstances does the history 
of the experience of other nations or common 
reason lead us to any other conclusion than that 
warring nations should make peace before they 
disarm. If there be an armistice, it is an ar- 
mistice that acts upon us alone, and not upon 
Mexico, because she is disarmed. We are the 


, armed party; and every hour that this war remains 


unclosed by a treaty is an hour of detriment to the 
interests of this nation. Gentlemen may exclaim, 
What! do you mean to scare Mexico by arming 
anew! Why, we mean to impress Mexico em- 
phatically with this important truth, that if she 
does not choose to make peace, she has no other 
alternative but war—that we are not going to sound 
a retreat when it is ascertained that she is not pre- 
pared to sign a peace. This is the sentiment with 
which she shculd be impressed. She should be 
distinctly advised that what has been done, has 
not resulted from our weakness, but from our sense 
of justice and our sense of moderation. There- 
fore, we should manifest no weakness, but stand 
armed till she signs; and if she do not sign, man- 
ifest to her the fact that we are armed. That, 
sir, is my Opinion, as one who believes that in the 

resent state of affairs peace is desirable. What 
occht have said six weeks ago is one thing, and 
what I say in the present state of our relations with 


| Mexico is another thing. I say, that in the present 


state of these relations, peace is desirable; but I 
say, also, that in order to attain greater certainty 
of peace, we should not disarm before the peace 
is signed, but stand prepared with all the readiness 
of battle. Now, this bill, if it pass, will do no 
more than sanction the President in making a con- 
tingent augmentation of the army as a precaution- 
ary measure. That is all. If peace come, the 
troops will not go; if _— do not come, the troops 
ought to go. It isa plain proposition. If there be 


| a peace, the soldiers will not march; if there be no 


peace, the soldiers should march. We can there- 
fore inflict no injury on the interests of the coun- 
try by the passage of this bill; and I desire, having 
of course no right to speak in behalf of others, that 
we will not let to-morrow pass without the final 
action of the Senate upon this bill. In the mean- 
time, there can be several speeches made. If neces- 
sary we can sit here all night. But let it be under- 
stood and firmly resolved, that the vote will be 
taken before we adjourn to-morrow. I shall be 
glad if this suggestion meet the general concurrence 
of the Senate. 

Mr. FOOTE then made some remarks in reply 
to that portion of the argument of the Senator 
from Connecticut, which was directed against the 
acquisition of additional territory, on the ground 
that thereby the influence of the old States would 
be weakened. 

Mr. CALHOUN. If no gentleman desires to 
speak on this bill, I should be glad to have an op- 

ortunity of stating my views on it to-morrow. 
The reasons which compel me to vote against the 
bill have been mistaken. 
treaty 

Mr. MANGUM. Will the Senator yield the 
floor fora moment. I see that the usual hour of 
adjournment has arrived, 

Mr. CALHOUN. Ihave only one word to say. 
I had intended to vote against this bill in any event; 
and [ must say, that an occurrence which has re- 
cently taken place, rather strengthens my intention 
to vote against it. I have had no opportunity, 
however, of expressing myself on the subject, and 
have occupied very little of the time of the Senate; 
and if it should please the Senate to postpone the 
consideration of the bill till to-morrow, I would 
regard it as an accommodation. 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


I intended, even if the 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvurspay, March 16, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution reported by Mr. 
Tuomrson, of Kentucky, from the Committee on 
Printing, directing the printing of ten thousand 
extra copies of the abstract of contracts, commu- 
nicated from the War Department in January last, 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COBB said he had a very few words to offer 
by way of giving his reasons for moving the recon- 
sideration. He entertained little doubt that very 
tew members of this House knew what was the 
character of the document. 

Mr. CROZIER rose to a point of order, and, 
stating that the previous question had been moved 
upon the adoption of the resolution, inquired of the 
Speaker if the motion to reconsider was debatable? 

‘The SPEAKER replied that it was—the previ- 
ous question having exhausted itself. 
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Mr. CROZIER remarked, that if in order, he | 


had no objection to the matter being further deba- 
ted. On the contrary, he was very glad the gentle- 
man from Georgia had again brought it up. 

Mr. COBB (resuming) said the members of the 
House were not aware of the nature of the docu- 
ment of which they had ordered this extra num- 
ber of copies to be printed. He was not himseif 
informed of its full character when this resolution 
was adopted yesterday. Immediately upon its 


adoption, he hunted for the document in order to | 


examine it, and he found it had not been printed, 
and therefore was not in possession of the House, 
though it had probably been examined by the com- 
mittee to whom it was referred. He had, however, 
obtained a copy of the document, of similar char- 
acter, of the last session of Congress, and, upon 
examination of the manuscript in the hands of the 
printers, had ascertained that the document of this 
session corresponded with that of the last session 
of Congress. In moving to reconsider this reso- 
lution, he wished it distinctly to be understood 
by the House that he did not object to the printing 
of the document. ‘The printing had been ordered 
rome time ago, and it was now in the hands of 
the printers. It ought to be printed and put in the 


ossession of the House and of the committee, | 


in order that they might have the information it 
contained. To that he had no objection what- 
ever. His objection was to the printing of an extra 
number, for the reason that it was, as it purported 
to be, a mere abstract of the contracts made ~ the 
officers of the army. It did not communicate to 
the country that information which it-was, per- 
haps, the object of gentlemen to throw before the 


a but it was a mere general account, calcu- | 


ated to do gross injustice to the character of those 
officers who had made the contracts, without afford- 
ing the opportunity, on their part, to give to the 
country any explanation whatever. The printing 
of this extra number (whether it was so intended 
or not) was calculated to have the effect of inducing 
the opinion, on the part of the country, that Con- 
gress looked upon these contracts with suspicion, 


and regarded them as frauds, and thereby the char- | 


acter of those individuals whose names were con- 


nected with them would, without discrimination, | 


be called to suffer, and no opportanity whatever 
be given them for explanation. 











prices paid for steamboats, for horses and mules, 
perbaps, and for various other things. 


were fully justified. In sending out this mere ab- 


stract, however, no such vindication went out with | 
it, and all who had made these contracts, whether | 


justly and fairly or unjustly and unfairly, suffered 
equally in the imputation. 

Another idea, connected with the publication of 
these abstracts, ought to be considered by the 
House, upon the principle of justice to all those 


who would be affected by the publication of this | 


document in this manner. It would be recollected, 


in reference to the Florida war, the war of 1812, and | 
every war in which this or any other Government | 
had been involved, that officers connected with the | 
army had made contracts of a grossly improper | 
character, which had been seized upon, not for the | 
purpose of attaching blame and odium to the offi- || 
cers who had made the contracts, and who ought | 


to be held individually responsible for their im- 


proper acts, but as the ground of attack upon the | 


Administration and the head of the department, by 
holding them responsible for the charges thus made 
against certain of their subordinate officers which 
they were allowed no opportunity to explain. This 
was peculiarly the case in reference to the Florida 
war. Mr. Van Buren’s administration was charged 
with fraud and corruption on the ground that con- 


tracts of a very improper character had been made | 
during the prosecution of that war. Now, he pro- | 


tested against this system of holding the head of 
the War Department and the Administration re- 
sponsible for the conduct of individuals who acted 
upon their own responsibility as officers of this 
Government, and more particularly so upon a doc- 
ument sent out which did not afford evidence of 
the circumstances under which they acted. 

He therefore proposed, instead of the printing 
of these extra documents, as the proper course, 
and the one justified by the circumstances of the 


| case—as that course called for by a sense of jus- 


| tice to these officers of the Government, as well as || 


to the heads of the War and Navy Departments, 
and all others interested—that the document, as 


| originally proposed, and as had been the invariable 


custom, should be printed; that the information || 


which it contained should be laid before Congress, 
and placed in the hands of the Committee on Pub- 
lic Expenditures in the War and Navy Depart- 
ments—to the former of which the gentleman from 


| Tennessee belonged—who would have it in their 


| made. 


— to bring it to the notice of the country by 


| looking into those cases whefe frauds had been | 
committed, by investigating those instances where | 


individuals had made contracts in corruption and 
fraud upon the Government. The gentleman from 
Tennessee alluded to one case which came either 
within his own personal knowledge or informa- 
tion. Let him direct his attention and that of the 
committee to the investigation of this case; let him 


use the power of this House for the purpose of || 


gathering evidence on which these charges are 
Fair opportunity should be allowed to 
every officer to explain his conduct in transactions 
on which charges were brought against him. If, 
when this had been given, it appeared that any of 


these officers had acted unjustifiably, let the com- | 


| mittee proceed a step further, and inquire whether 


He would refer to some of the items contained 


in this document of the last session of Congress, 
for the purpose of exhibiting its character, and the 
grownd of the objection which he now took to 
printing an extra number. He read an item for 
the transportation of troops, $1,800. Now, this 
was all that was said in reference to this contract. 


| the superior officers of the army who had these 


matters under their supervision had allowed them 


| to pass unrebuked, uncensured: let them come up 


to the very head of the department and of the Gov- || 


|, ernment, and wherever they found anything im- 


Whether it was a just and proper one, whether | 


the officer who made it acted fairl 
the Government, there was no evidence whatever 
contained in the document which they sent out. 


and justly to | 


But they proposed to print a large number of ex- | 


tra copies and send them out to the country with 


the general charge made by the gentleman from | 


Tennessee yesterday, that gross frauds had been 

rpetrated in making these contracts, and all the 
individuals whose names were connected with the 
contracts were involved in this imputation of fraud. 


There was no specification whatever which of | 
these contracts were fraudulently made or wherein | 


the frauds consisted. In looking over the list they 
found many expenditures which, on the first blush, 


proper or unjust committed—wherever they found 
frauds sanctioned in any degree—let them hold 
not only the individuals who committed, but those 
who overlooked and sanctioned them, responsible 
before the country. He submitted to his friend 
from ‘Tennessee whether this was not the only 


| course which, in justice to all interested, could be 


| pursued. 


This document, containing abstracts of contracts 


_and payments, was sent in according to law by the 


head of the department, to furnish information on 
which the House, if they discovered frauds, could 
base their action, and not, as the gentleman from 
Tennessee seemed to suppose, for the purpose of 
going out before the country as the basis of impu- 
tations of fraud, which could not be sustained if 
the whole circumstances were given. Justice to 
the individuals immediately concerned, as well as 


would be considered highly improper, such as the |\ to the heads of departments and the Executive, 





But if the | 
circumstances were also shown under which the | 
contracts were made, it would be seen that they | 
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required that such charges should be b 
| some more substantial foundation. 

The gentleman from Tennessee had said that the 
opposition of his (Mr. Cops’s) side of the House 
| to this printing manifested a desire on their part tp 
suppress information. This was not so, They 
had no desire whatever to suppress it. It had 
been communicated to Congress by the head of 
the War Department; it had been ordered to },. 
—— and placed in the possession of every men. 
er of the House and of the committee. “Aj the 
objection was to printing an extra number, to be 
| sent throughout the country as a charge, as was 
| intimated by the gentleman from Tennessee upon 
| these officers and upon the head of the department. 
_It was wholly wrong, involving men in charges of 

which they were entirely innocent. . 

He trusted, therefore, that the gentleman fror 
Tennessee would consent to this reconsideration, 
and that the committees of this House would jp. 
| vestigate the matter, and wherever they found tha: 

frauds had been committed, that individuals had 
_ used the power of their offices improperly, unjustly 

to the Government, he would go with the gentle. 
| man, and so he thought would the whole House, 
| in ferreting out these frauds, and holding those who 
| had committed or participated in them justly re. 
sponsible before the country. Let the responsi- 
'| bility fall upon the heads of those who were cul- 
|| pable, and not involve innocent men whose names 
| were connected with these contracts. 
Mr. CROZIER remarked, that as he had before 
| said, yesterday and to-day, he was not opposed to 
the discussion of this question, if the gentleman 
‘| desired—not at all. He was glad the gentleman 
had brought it up this morning. It gave him the 
opportunity of correcting a mistake made in the 
Intelligencer, in the report of his remarks yesterday, 
_ by which he was made to say that, for the trans. 
| portation of eight hundred horses and mules from 
| Ohio, the cost to the Government was $800,000. 
What he had said was, that the cost of these 
horses and mules was about $80,000, and the ex- 
_— of their transportation was about $30,000, 
eing $33 50 per head; that, while the Government 
was paying this re for horses and mules in 
the State of Ohio, and these high prices for their 
| transportation to the State of Texas, General Tay- 
| lor was at the very time hiring a mule and a driver 
_ upon the Rio Grande for fifty-five cents per diem, 
and mules which were much better adapted to the 
service for which he wanted them than those which 
| were purchased, being already broken; and that, 
under the contracts entered into by General Tay- 
lor on the Rio Grande, it cost less to transport his 
whole army from the banks of the Rio Grande to 
Monterey than the cost of these eight hundred 
mules and horses in Ohio, and their transportation 
to Texas. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I should 
| like to know why horses were ever purchased in 
Ohio? 

Mr. CROZIER. That is the very thing I want 
| to know, too. He had said yesterday that it was, 
on the part of the Government or of the head of 
the department, a gross error of judgment, or a 
_ negligence that amounted to fraud, not to inquire 
into this matter; and he had said then, that if any- 
body would take up these abstracts—— 

r. FRIES, interposing, (and Mr. C. yielding.) 
was understood to avin the gentleman that it was 
perhaps not best to make the charge of fraud upon 
this Ohio contractor, for he was a Whig, and be- 
longed to the gentleman’s own yet 
| Mr. CROZIER (resuming) said if frauds had 
| been committed, to whatever party the person be- 
| longs, let them be exposed. He further said that 
| General Taylor, if they would authorize his con- 
|| tracts upon the Rio Grande, had made them all 
| with the most rigid rd to economy. Steamboats 
| had been chartered some officers at half the 
|| price that others had chartered boats for. He did 
not wish to disparage the officer who had made 
these contracts, or to praise General Taylor, who 
contracted at so low a rate for the mules and boats, 
of which he had spoken in his remarks of yester 
day. It might be that there might not have been 
"much demand for them when General Taylor made 
‘his contracts; but it must strike everybody that 

General Taylor’s contracts were less than half the 
_ price of those subsequently made. 
Now, having corrected these errors of the gen 
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centieman said this document should not go tothe || ment; but he did not say it had been expended in | Tennessee was now as far wrong as he was before. 


eS 


country, because it might mislead the people. If 
this was 80, Why print this thing at all? Why 
should it be printed and come to Congress, if it was 
likely to be misunderstood, and to lead to the 
condemnation of these officers? Why, that is a 
reason why it should be suppressed altogether; 
whereas the gentleman knew that it had been 
ordered to be printed for the use of this House, 
and he only desired an additional number of copies, 
which the gentleman now moved to reconsider. 
The gentleman from Georgia and his party pro- 
fessed great reliance on the knowledge and intel- 
livence of the people, and yet he was not willing 
that the people should have an abstract of contracts | 
which was made by one of the gentleman’s own 
party, Mr. Marcy, the Secretary of War. Did 
the gentleman mean to be understood as being ap- 
prehensive about the people’s examining a docu- | 
ment sent to this House by the Secretary of War? 
Oh! said the gentleman, give us acommittee. A 
committee of what kind? A committee with a ma- 
jority of his own political friends? Why not send 
itto the people, and let them examine it? Was 
the gentleman afraid of that? 
Mr. DUNCAN, of Ohio, rose, and, having ob- 

tained permission to occupy the floor for the pur- || 
pose, said it had been stated that the person who || 
obtained the contract for these horses in Ohio was 


| 


a member of the Whig party and acted with the || 
e 


party of the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Cro- 


was! 

Mr. FRIES rose and said it was Mr. Minor, of 
Columbus. 

Mr. DUNCAN said he was not aware that Mr. 
Minor was a Whig. 
crat, and had acted with the Democratic party, 
though, for some reason or other, he had become 
dissatisfied with that party. It might be that these )| 
contracts had been given to him to bring him back | 
into their ranks. Mr. Minor was his own con- | 
stituent, he believed, and if he had belonged to the 
Whig party he thought he should have known it. 
| believe he voted against me when I was a candi- | 


occupy. 


y 
Mr. FRIES replied that Mr. Minor was a mem- 


ber of the Whig Central Committee of the State of || 


Ohio, and actually voted to give the gentleman | 
[Mr. Duncan] the seat which he now holds. 
Mr. CROZIER. Well, of the political opinions | 
of the contractors I know nothing. If this con- || 
tractor were a Whig, these extravagant contracts || 
might be calculated tobuy himup. If he could be || 
corrupted by a contract, it was strange that con- || 
tract had not done it. 1 
He would now return to the argument of the 
gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Cops,) who was | 
willing to have this document examined by a) 
Whig committee, and sent forth to the country. 
Well, and what would be said of such examina- 
tion and the report such a committee might make 
by their opponents? He knew the course of argu- | 
ment pursued on the stump. Why, it would be 
sdid that it was a Whig report. It would be said 
that it was a garbled statement—that it was untrue. 
And what did he propose? He would ask the gen- 
tleman from Georgia and the House if the course | 
he proposed was not much fairer? He 
to take this abstract of contracts, which 
furnished to the House by one of the political 


retary of war,) and send that out to the pet 
that they might judge for themselves. Oh, 
said the gentleman, they would make a mistake. 


But did not the people know as well as the gentle- || 


man from Georgia or himself (Mr. C,) what was | 
a fair price for oats, or hay, or straw, and for all | 


the army? Did not many of the peopie know, 
too, what was a fair price for many of the muni- | 
tions of war? Did not steamboat owners know 
what was a fair price for transportation from Louis- 
ville to New Orleans, or from New York and other || 
ports to any destination which the Government 
might prescribe? How, then, could they be mis- 
led? The people paid the taxes from which the 
money thus expended was obtained; and he thought 
they ought to be allowed to see how the money 
which they paid was disposed of. Well, then, as || 





1 
| Was an appropriation of $10,000,000, making the 
| gross sum of $51,000,000. 


ofthat. And what was it? Why, the pitiful sum | 
| esting documents that had for some time been sent 
| SO much importance ? 


| people before the committee could say a word re- 


_ ing to vote for this motion of reconsideration; and 
zier.| Now, he would inquire who the contractor || 


ta | fore he might be willing to vote for the reconsider- 
He was originally a Demo- | 


| sums paid were extravagant. 


incurred in printing. 


| Served to enhance the price. 


| tlemen desired to prolong 
| but when the committee 


| gentleman from Tennessee. 
friends of the gentleman from Georgia, (the Sec- | 


le, || 
ut, || 


‘them. He had expressly stated, that he o 


ee? 
| the country the 





to the amount of which he had spoken yesterday. | 
He said it was fifty millions of dollars which had | 
been expended by the agency of the War Depart- |) 
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the course of the last year, but from the commence- || The gentleman from Tennessee had himself ad- 


ment of the war. The appropriations last year | 


were $28,000,000. 
been supplied by this House this session were 


i 


| ulent or not. 


mitted before this House, that, from the abstract, 


The deficiencies which had || he could not tell whether the contracts were fraud- 


He stood before the House with the 


about $14,000,000, making a gross amount of || admission that the abstract did not show whether 


$41,000,000. When the war first commenced there 


Subsequently, a large 
amount had been appropriated, but what the par- 
ticular sum was he id not know. He did not sup- | 
os that all the contracts for which this money | 
1ad been designed had been reported; but what 


| objection could there be to the printing of this ab- | 
| tract of but a portion of the contracts which had | 
| been furnished by a political friend of the gentle- | 
/man from Georgia? There was, to be sure, the 


uestion of the cost, though he did not understand | 
the gentleman from Georgia to have made a point | 


of $400 for the printing of one of the most inter- | 
to Congress. Why should so small an amount be 


an obstacle in the way of publishing a document of | 
He wished it to go to the 


| gia was mistaken. 
‘| were some contracts so enormously high that no- 








Specting it. Let it go to the people as it came from 

the Secretary of War. The people could judge of 

the price of these things as well as anybo else. 
But there was one reason why he would be will- 


it was not the motive which actuated the gentleman 
from Georgia in making this motion. He believed 
that a greater number of this document should be 
printed for circulation among the people, and there- 


ation, with the view to strike out ten thousand and 





insert twenty thousand. He wished the people to 


| Sec what we were paying, and an examination of 


this document would show them that some of the 
For reports not half 
so valuable, more than five times the expense was 
Besides, by printing this 
document, they might be enabled to obtain some 


_ valuable information. 
date for the seat which I have now the honor to || 


He had a letter in his drawer, from which he 
learned that contracts had been entered into b 
builders of steamboats for old boats, for which 
from three to five thousand dollars more had been 
paid than they were building new ones for. True, 
some gentlemen might say, that the great demand 
Well, the people 
would take that into consideration, and they could 
say whether the prices were fair, or whether they 
were extravagant. He had not charged that frauds 
had been committed, as had been intimated; but he 
had said, that some of these contracts were so 





|| enormous that they ought to be investigated. He 


had no question but that many of these contracts 
had been made with the strictest fidelity and hon- 


| esty. Respecting others, there might have been 
| great negligence on the part of officers of this Gov- 


ernment, if not absolute fraud. But he was willing 
that it should go to the country for examination. 
He would not now prolong this debate. If gen- 
it, he had no objection; 
should report, there would 
be opportunities sufficient afforded to members to 


| 

|| discuss the propriety of the many subjects which 

preppeet j 
ad been || 


it embraced. 

Mr. COBB rose to reply to the remarks of the 
He said, the gentle- 
man from Tennessee had charged that he was un- 
willing to publish this document because he was 
unwilling to throw information before the people 
of this country; that he was not willing to trust 
the people with the examination of subjects of this 
character. But it was not so. His remarks bore 


' no such construction; and he believed the gentle- 
the provisions which might have been furnished to || 


yjecte 
to the publication because the document was wholly 
for it would not communicate to 
information they professed to be 
desirous to publish. 

Mr. CROZIER said, the idea he attempted to 


man from Tennessee stood alone in so re 


| convey was this: there were facts which the gen- 
|| tleman from Georgia was unwilling to throw before 
| the people, because he thought they had not knowl- 
| edge enough to understand them. They were facts 


concerning the price of provisions and munitions 
of war, and he (Mr. Crozier) thought the people 
well understood what they were worth. 

Mr. COBB said, as usual, the gentleman from 


| they were honest or frauduient. 


Mr. CROZIER said the gentleman from Geor- 
He had stated this, that there 


body could fail to see that they were wrong, and 
there were others which had been brought to his 
own knowledge which were apparently low and 
fair, but which were not fair. That was what he 
had said. 

Mr.COBB resumed. Why, the gentleman from 
Tennessee, in his argument yesterday, gave as his 
reason for wishing the publication of these extra 
numbers of the abstract of these contracts and send- 
ing them to the country, that they should thereby 
gather up additional evidence to show that there 
was fraud and corruption. But the gentleman from 
Tennessee must admit, and so would every mem- 
ber on this floor, that an examination of this re- 
port, which was made by virtue of laws requiring 
the Department of War to furnish such a report, 
would not enable any one to show which of these 
contracts were fraudulent and which were honest. 
The gentlemen from Tennessee would not pretend 
to say that this document will communicate to the 
country the nature and character of the contracts 
of which a mere abstract was given. The gentle- 
man had spoken of the chartering of a steamboat 
for $18,000, and why was it done? What were 
the exigencies of the circumstances under which 
the boat was chartered? That does not appear on 
the face of this abstract, nor how it was Tiicered. 
Was that sum of $18,000 given for the vessel abso- 
lutely, or only for a given time? Had they satis- 
factory evidence on these points? In one state of 
things a sum paid might be necessary, which at an- 
other time would be grossly outrageous. At one 
time the exigencies of the service might not require 
it, but at another time the payment of $18,000 for 
a steamboat would meet with the approbation of 
every man who was familiar with the facts of the 
case. And so it might be with the purchase of 
horses. To judge of the correctness of the contract, 
they must know the circumstances under which the 
contract was made. To be able to decide whether 
the contract was fraudulent or honest, they must 
know the circumstances and emergencies of the 
case which required the purchases to be made. A 
purchase might be enormous and exorbitant to-day 
which to-morrow the exigencies of the times might 
require to be made at any price; and hence he pro- 
tested against the publication of a mere abstract 
of contracts which would not afford satisfactory 
information in relation to them. 

The gentleman from Tennessee said some of these 
contracts were right and others might be fraudu- 
lent. Now, when this document should be sent 
before the country, the men who had made fair and 
honest contracts would stand arraigned before the 
bar of public opinion on the same charge as those 
whose contracts were not so honest, if there were 
any such, for the gentleman had pointed out no 
distinction. The honest man and he who was dis- 
honest would stand on the same footing. Now, he 
appealed to the sense of justice of the House if it 
would consent thus to punish untried the honest 
contractor? Justice demanded a fair and full in- 
vestigation before such a course was pursued. 
There was a committee now, and the gentlemen 
opposite had the power to make the investiga- 
tion, and to discover whether these contracts were 
made under exigencies of the preg service, and 
at the instance of the commanding general of the 
army. Because a contract appeared to be exorb- 
itant, this House ought not to come to the conclu- 
sion that it was so without investigation and with- 
outexamination. What he proposed in this mat- 
ter was right and just, and he thought it should 
command the favorable consideration of every mem- 
ber of this House. It was, that the committee of 
the House that had charged ftaud and corruption 
should investigate it and point it out, direct public 
attention to it, and then let all unite in holding it 
up to public censure. If any better course could 
be recommended heshould be happy to pursue it. 

Mr. STEPHENS did not understand from the 

tleman from Tennessee that this matter involved 
against personal character which his 


those charges 
colleague (Mr. Coss] appeared to suppose. fie 
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thought his colleague, in his zeal and earnestness, | 
had mistaken the object of the gentleman from 

Tennessee. At least his colleague had mistaken 
his (Mr. S.’s) yesterday, in voting for the printing | 
of this document, and that which he should give, 

too, against the reconsideration. It might be, when | 
this document should have been published, and the 

people have had an opportunity to see it and to | 
ascertain how their money goes, that it might be | 
found that frauds had been committed. That, | 


however, was not the object of the publication of |) 


the document. It was not intended to arraign the 
contractors on charges of fraud and corruption; the | 
object was to give the people light. He asked if | 
the argument of the gentleman from Tennessee || 

Mr. Crozier] did not put him in that position ? | 
Sut how stood his colleague, [Mr. Cons?] No | 
report accompanied thisdocument, It was a mere || 
abstract of contracts as it had been sent to this | 
House by the Secretary of War. And yet his | 
colleague opposed its publication in an argument | 
which put him in the position of being afreud that | 
the people would not understand it. Now, he | 
(Mr. 8.) wanted the people to know what became | 
of their money. ‘They were the tax-payers; they | 


| 

i 

bore the burdens of the war; was it not right, then, 
1\ 

| 


that they should know where every shilling and 
Kixpence went? For one, he was willing to give 
itto them, Let this document, then, be printed. 
Let a number of copies be sent before the people 
of the country. No injury could be done to the 
contractors. He disavowed any intention to injure | 
anybody; but he called upon the House to let his 
constituents and the entire country see and know 
where their money went. The position of his | 
colleague was, that the people were incompetent | 
to judge of the propriety of these contracts 
Mr. COBB interposed to explain. He said his | 
objection was not to the publication, if it would | 
couvey information; but he objected because it did 
not convey to the mind any satisfactory informa- 
tion. He did not object to sending anything be- 
fore the people that would be useful; but this was 
a mere abstract, and was not satisfactory for the 





purpose contemplated, 

Mr. STEPHENS said it showed clearly what 
was done with their money; and, if he understood 
it, that was what the people wanted. 

Mr. COBB said the people wantto know whether 
their money had been spent rightfully and proper- 
ly, and that this document did not show. 

Mr. STEPHENS. His colleague said it was 
impossible, from this document, to know, with 
accuracy, What did become of the money; but, if || 
he understood it, it was a report of the Secretary || 
of War, made in compliance with a call of this | 
House. Was it the object of the Secretary of || 
War to make a report so that no man could tell 
what had become of the money? Was that the 
position in which his colleague wished to repre- 
sent the Secretary of War? 

Mr. COBB again interposed to explain. The 
document was made in compliance with an express 
law of Congress, which required an abstract of this 
kind. This abstract showed where the money 
had gone, but his colleague and the gentleman 
from Tennessee appeared to think that the object 
was to show whether the money had gone right- 
{ally or not. That the abstract did not show, and 
could not. 

Mr. CROZIER said the gentleman from Georgia 
{Mr. Cops] wished to bring this matter down toa 
singie issue. Now, he had examined the docu- 
ment, and he reiterated, that in some cases it would 
show on the face of it whether the contracts were 


or not, And asan additional inducement with the 
committee to recommend this printing, there were 
contracts which looked as though they were cor- 
rect, that might net be so. He would not say that 
they were fraudulent; they were apparently cor- 
rect; and if this document were published, per- 
sons living at the places where the contracts were 
made, might be able to bring them to the notice of 
the committee, and give them information which 
would go to show whether they were fraudulent 
or not. 

Mr. COBB asked the gentleman from Tennessee | 
to put his finger on any contract that was not fair. 

Ir. CROZIER referred to the transportation of | 

horses. He said further, there were contracts from | 
his own district, which had been bid for at prices | 
that were considered low, but they were rescinded | 
by an officer of the United States, who made a | 
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| 
fraudulent or not, and whether they were correct 
| 
; 
| 
| 


contract with a favorite, by which the Government, | 


in the transportation of one regiment, lost from 
two to three thousand dollars. 

Some conversation ensued between Mr. COBB 
and Mr. CROZIER, and between Mr. FRIES and 
Mr. DUNCAN. 

Mr. FRIES said, in relation to Mr. Minor, of 
Columbus, that if there was fraud, it was in the 
family circle of the gentlemen opposite, for they 
were all of the same political party. 

Mr. STEPHENS then uct af He said this 
conversation between the gentlemen from Tennes- 
see and Ohio, if there were nothing else, convinced 


_him of the importance of publishing this docu- 


ment. Now, he again urged the House to let these 


GLOBE. | 


things go to the people of this country, for it was | 


for them to ‘say whether their money has been 
wastefully and extravagantly applied. It might 


| be, when the people become cognizant of these 
| things, they would be struck with the facts as light 


fell on their vision. It was for this reason that 


| information was given to the people. This was 
not brought forward with a view to impeach the 


contractors, but to let the people see how their 
money was applied. It might be the people might 
see that there were frauds committed. If the con- 
tracts were all honest, they would bear seeing. 


| What cared he, whether an individual living in 


Ohio was a Whig ora Democrat. As a represent- 
ative of the people on this floor, was he to wink 


and blink at peculations of the public money, be- | 


cause a Whig stole it?) No; he did not care whether 
Mr. Minor was a Whig or a Democrat, or any- 
thing else, and he trusted the people would have 
all the information on this subject that would be 
necessary to explain it. Whig or Democrat, it 
made nodifference to him. The conversation which 
had this day taken place, showed him the import- 
ance of giving to the people this information. His 
colleague said that they on his (Mr. S.’s) side of the 
House, had the power to proceed with the investi- 
gation of this subject against the contractors; but 
he (Mr. 8.) disavowed it, and called upon gentle- 
men opposite to aid him in giving the people this 
light. it the contracts were honestly made, he 
saw no reason why an attempt should be made to 
prevent this publication. If the contracts were 


contractors, if they were published on the wings 
of the wind. Why should gentlemen oppose the 
publication of an official document from their own 
fiscal officer ? 

As to the cost, they were told it would be trifling 


in comparison to that of other documents which | 


had been ordered to be printed. Would gentlemen 
vote to expend $40,000 in publishing a report from 
the Commissioner of Patents and refuse a few hun- 


dred dollars to print a report informing the people | 


of the manner of expending some fifty millions of 
the public money? He trusted not. 


Allusion had been made to the Whig side of the ‘| 


House ae this publication for party ends. 
He trusted that gentlemen on the other side, who 


claimed to be the exclusive guardians of the peo- | 
ple’s rights, would not refuse to let them know | 


what had become of their own money. When 


one of them sent an agent to dispose of his crop, | 
he exacted at his return a strict account of what he | 
had done with the money received for it: and would || 


members of that House, where the people were 


directly and especially represented, the stewards of | 
their money, refuse them an account of how it had | 


been applied ? 


Mr. 8. would not insult the House by argument 


on such a question: it was a plain question of com- 
mon sense and common honesty. Let the people 
know how much they were paying for glory. Let 
them see what millions were coming in which they 
must settle. Mr. S. had no objection that his peo- 
ple should see the whole truth. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said that this document 
had already been published by order of the House. 
This being the case, the gentleman from Tennes- 
see moved the printing of an additional number, 
and to what purpose? 


mere party purpose. 
Mr. ST! 
disclaim it. 


let the people be put in possession of information 
which it was important for them to possess. This 
was a public official document. Let the people 
have it; they were entitled to a sight of it. 


as a March 16, 


Mr. McCLERNAND resumed. The gent), 

/ man renewed the disclaimer; but Mr. McC. spoke 
| to facts, not to appearances or pretexts. [t must 
be obvious to all that the mover of this resolution 
meant to fix upon the present Administration the 


|| charge of fraud in reference to these contracts. He 


repeated it, he was speaking to facts, not to pre. 
tences, or professions, or pretexts. Having made 
this charge of fraud, he moved for this republication. 
But the gentleman from Georgia had said that the 
document proved only what was on its face: ang 
what was that?) That a large sum of money had 
gone out of the treasury, and the people, the gen. 
tleman contended, had a right to know for what. 
Well, this was all very well. No one denied it, 
But had the gentleman forgotten the fact that the 
motion of the gentleman had been accompanied by 
aspeech? The document would go to the country 
accompanied by a charge of fraud. 

Mr. CROZIER said that the gentleman fromm 
Illinois had fallen into two mistakes in one sep. 
tence. In the first place, this document never had 
been published at all; and in the next place, that 
Mr. C. had charged fraud upon the Administra. 
tion in letting out these contracts for supplies. So 
far was this from being true, that Mr. C. had ex. 
‘ pressly declared in his speech that it gave him 

pleasure to state that some of these contracts had 


been entered into with the utmost fidelity and , 


economy. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he spoke to the gen- 
eral effect of the gentleman’s speech. He would 
appeal to every one who heard him, whether the 

| evident design of this republication was not to fix 
a charge of fraud on the Administration. That 
was plainly the drift and effect of the gentleman’s 
argument. Hearing this charge of fraud brought 
forward by gentlemen in the Opposition, the gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. Cops] came forward 
and asked the gentleman to modify his resolution, 
so as to order a committee of inquiry into any 
frauds that might have been committed. But no, 
the gentleman resisted all modification of his reso- 
lution; he resisted the overwhelming argument and 
appeal of the gentleman from Georgia, and insisted 
on standing, where he had done from the first, on 


| mere party ground. And what had he made by 
honestly made, it would make no difference to the | 


his motion? He had charged fraud in two in- 


| stances—not any fraud that could be shown by the 


| face of the document, but from extrinsic evidence 


entirely: and what was the result? Both his charges 
ended in fastening the fraud, if any had been com- 
mitted, on members of his own party. So far as 
the House had yet gone, instead of any blame 
lying on the Administration, it was fixed, by the 


| gentleman’s own account, upon his own political 


friends. What was there irregular or unfair in 
the argument of the gentleman from Georgia? 


| That gentleman had said that this document, on 


The gentleman from Geor- | 
gia [Mr. Srernens] disclaimed its being for any | 


EPHENS, interposing, said that he did | 
The measure was urged for no party | 
purpose: it was brought forward with a view to _ 


its face, did not show whether a contractor alleged 
to have been favored was a friend of the Adminis- 
‘tration or not. But if the object was to expose 
fraudulent transactions, that gentleman proposed 
that a committee of investigation should be raised, 
so that the frauds, if any existed, might be held 
up to public reprobation. Was there not justice 
in this? Did it not appeal to the common sense of 
the House? Would gentlemen, without any cer- 
tain information to go upon, openly charge fraud 
| upon our public officers? Were they prepared to 
do this? Was it not an act of injustice that gentle- 
men would afterwards be ashamed of? If fraud had 
been committed, was it not according to the usage 
of the House to ascertain the fact by a committee, 
and then deal with the offenders according to law? 
The gentleman from Georgia, over the way, said 
that the country had a right to know what had 
gone with their money, So they had; and the 
public documents would show what had gone with 
it: they were before the country. ee 
Mr. STEPHENS. The gentleman said this 
_ information was before the country. He (Mr. 8.) 
‘denied it: this was an official document still in 
manuscript, which never had been printed, and 
which they on that side of the House wanted to 
have printed and put before the country. It never 
yet had been printed even for the use of the House, 
and the public had never seen a line of it. It was 
true, the usual number of copies had been ordered, 
but even these were not yet printed; but they 
wanted many more, for the purpose of distribu- 
tion; and this was the only document in which 
‘| this information in relation to contracts was to be 
|| found in any detail. 
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ber of copies had been ordered, and the document 
would thus be published to the country. But the 
ventieman from Georgia (Mr. Cops} wanted a 
“ mittee—he wanted a thorough investigation, 
shat the names of those who had entered into any 
‘qudulent contract might be given to the world, 
wnd thereby other contractors freed from suspicion. 
Those on Mr. McC.’s side of the House were not 
unwilling that an extra number of this document 
should be printed; they made no issue upon that: 
what they wanted was, that honest men’s fair fame 
should be vindicated, and all frauds exposed. _ 
“Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, said that it 
cemed to him that this whole discussion arose 
fon a misconception of the design of the commit- 
ee in reporting this resolution for printing an ex- 
ca number Of this document. ‘The gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Crozier] belonged to a commit- 
we who had been charged with inquiring whether 
frauds had not been committed in reference to pub- 
ic contracts for supplies, transportation, &c. ‘That 
committee had some time since moved the printing 
ofan extra number of copies of this abstract of con- 
tracts. ‘This was before the news had reached us 
of the conclusion of a treaty of peace. 


Mr. T. understood that the gentleman had made | 


the motion because he wished that the information 
contained in the document should go before the 


country, not that he charged that frauds had been | 


committed, but if any did exist, that the people 


might be aware of it. Not only was this no party |! 


movement in its first inception, but when the reso- 
lution was afterwards referred to the Committee 


on Printing, so far from anything like party action | 


veing taken upon it, that committee (to which Mr. 
T. belonged) were in favor of printing the docu- 


went simply for this reason: the abstract showed || 
that many millions of dollars had been expended | 


for the hire of steamboats, the purchase of horses 
and mules, and flour and pork and beef, and the 
munitions of war. The war was then in progress. 
Mr. T. wanted those in Ohio and Kentucky who had 
provisions to sell to know what had been paid to 


others for them: he desired that hisown constituents | 


and others should be apprized that large specula- 
tons were making in the articles which they raised, 
and would be glad to sell to the Government, or any 
other responsible purchaser. And not only that, 
but if any exorbitant prices had been paid for the 
hire of steamboats, for the purchase of mules and 


their transportation, for flour and beef and other || 
provisions for our troeps, he wanted the whole | 
country to know it, because it would excite com- | 
petition, and thereby possibly save much of the | 
public money by preventing further extravagant | 


contracts. This was the open straightforward pur- 
pose which had induced the Committee on Printing 
to report the resolution. He never had learned 
that a fair competition between the producers for 


the public contracts was calculated to injure the | 
He must be allowed to say that the || 


Government. 
document, the printing of which seemed to have 


so greatly excited gentlemen on the other side of | 
the House, was their own document; and all that | 


was proposed was to print it, without note, com- 
ment, or commentary, or explanation, or animad- 
version of any kind. 
facts could not be suffered to go before the nation, 
it was a very strange thing. It never was intend- 
edasa party movement: it was honestly intended 
to give valuable information to the public, and 


thereby to prevent the Government trom being | 
leeced by unprincipled men, who were ever ready | 


to lake advantage of the publie necessities and to 
prey upon their country. Its tendency was to 


deliver the Government from a gang of Shylocks, | 
who, without patriotism or common honesty, were | 
ever ready to enrich themselves at the expense of | 
their country. So far from having reported it | 


with = party view, Mr. ‘T’. had not so much as 
dreamed of making such a use of it. 


Mr. T. should, before he concluded, move to | 


lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. He 
sought no concealment for any fraudulent con- 
tractors, Let gentlemen investigate as thoroughly 
us they pleased. He charged no fraud; but if gen- 


a wanted an investigating committee, let them 
lave it, 


could exist,) let the fraud be fastened on the guilty 


pardes, and, whoever they might be, let them go | 
if there was to be an investigation, |, 


to the wall. |! 
that was but an additional reason for adopting this 


If a public official return of | 


Let them search to the bottom, and if | 
there were fraudulent contracts, (if such a thing | 


ment would be a material aid in conducting such 
an investigation. 

Mr. T. concluded by moving to lay the motion 
of reconsideration on the table; but at the reques 
of Mr. McKay, who promised to renew the mo- 
tion, withdrew it. 


Mr. McKAY said he had no doubt that the | 


object of the Committee on Printing in reporting 
this resolution had been to disseminate information 
among the people; he thought, however, that this 
practice of ordering the printing of large extra 
numbers of any public document was, to say the 
least of it, very questionable. But, not to dwell on 
| that, Mr. McK. would ask of gentleman whether 
their object was not to give the people full and fair 
information? They surely did not wish to deceive 
the country. Now, he would venture to say, that 


the expenditure of fifty millions of the public 
money, as was pretended. The amount had been 
enormously exaggerated. The8e contracts were 
those which had been made during the last fiscal 

ear; but the fiscal year ended on the 30th June. 
Ihe whole amount could not reach twenty mil- 
lions; and, be the amount what it might, it would 
show but a very small part of the public expendi- 
tures. 

Mr. CROZIER here interposed, to remind Mr. 
McKay that in his speech he had expressly said, 
that he did not know the exact amount; that it 
might be fifty millions. The document might cover 
the whole expenditure, or it might not; he had 
| estimated it at thirty millions. 

Mr. McKAY said the abstract reached only to 
the end of the fiscal year; being just such a docu- 
| ment as had been sent in last year and printed by 

order of the House. But the most extraordinary 
reason he had yet heard given for printing this 
large extra number was that stated by the gentle- 
man who had just taken his seat, and who had 
reported the resvlution from the Printing Commit- 
tee. The gentleman said he did not charge fraud, 
and the publication of the document was intended 
| for no party purpose; for what then? Why, to 
produce greater competition. Why, did not the 
| gentleman know that this was an abstract of past 
_ contracts, not of those yet future? If the object 
was to create competition by publishing the con- 
tracts, that was already accomplished, for these 
contracts were all let out after publicly being ad- 
vertised for a prescribed length of time. Such ad- 


contracts for forage, for fuel, for provisions, &c., 
were making continually, and the fullest and fair- 
est competition was invited by advertisements in 
the most widely-spread prints of the day. But 
this was not the purpose for which he had risen. 

Mr. THOMPSON inquired whether the adver- 
\| tisements of which the gentleman spoke (as if it 
was not known to everybody) gave people through 
the country any knowledge as to the prices actu- 
ally paid by the Government for such articles as 
were to be furnished? Would a farmer in Ken- 
tucky learn from them what he might get for his 
‘| four or beef or beans at New Orleans, or at the 
'| Brazos St. Jago? 
| Mr. McKAY (resuming) observed, that he had 
| not the slightest doubt that some enormous prices 
had been paid for steamboats, for purchase of 
mules, &c.; he had not the slightest doubt that 
there had been great waste and extravagance, and 
he called now upon the gentleman from ‘l'ennessee, 
the chairman of the Committee on Public Expend- 
| itures of the War Department, [Mr. Crozier,] to 
| perform his duty to the House and to the country 
by instituting a full and rigid examination of ail 
these matters; and if there had been any fault on 
the part of these public officers, if any of them in 
the execution of their public trusts had committed 
fraud and extravagance in procuring contracts for 
supplies, let it be known, and let their names be 
| held up to the country—to the public indignation 
and reprobation. 

This was the duty of the gentleman, and now 
he came forward, after Congress had been in ses- 
sion three months, and he had been charged with 
the execution of this duty, and what did he pro- 
pose? The publication of an extra number of copies 
of this document, to go forth to the country, to 
alarm the people; to say to them, those who were 
the friends of the war, ‘‘See what monstrous ex- 
| § travagance this Government has been guilty of in 
| ‘making these contracts—paying $100 for mules 


i] 
| 





vertisements were made in the papers every day; | 
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Mr. McCLERNAND resumed. The usual num- | 


it 


resolution, because the printing of such a docu- | 


478 


‘in the valley of the Mississippi, when they could 
‘have been procured at the same time on the Rio 
* Grande, for $10, $20, or $30. See what enormous 


‘prices have been paid for corn, oats, Ke. 
‘ 


kor 
seven or eight days’ use of a steamboat, seven or 
‘eight, or ten thousand dollars—as much as was 
‘the actual cost of the boat.’” This was right, the 
gentleman said. Well, for what did they send it 
out? To give information to the people, certainly. 
But it should be borne in mind that most of those 
officers of the Government who had made these con- 
tracts were the gentleman’s own political friends— 
nearly every one of them were Whigs—he assert- 
ed it boldly, defying contradiction. But it was no 
matter whether they were Whigs or Democrats. 
If they were Democrats he wanted them exposed; 
whoever had been guilty of frauds upon the Gov- 


é ; | ernment, he would join in bringing them out to the 
this document would not give them a fair view of || 


public reprobation. 
But he wished to read to his friend from Ten- 
nessee and to the House, the rule defining the du- 


| ties of the Committee on the Expenditures of the 


War Department. Its duties and the duties of the 


| Committees on the Expenditures of the other De- 
partments were laid down together: 


“Tt shall be the duty of the said committees to examine 
into the state of the accounts and expenditures respectively 
submitted to them, and to inquire and report particularly 

** Whether the expenditures of the respective departinents 
are justified by law; 


“ Whether the claims from time to time satisfied and dis 
charged by the respective departinents are supported by sut- 
ficient vouchers establishing their justness both as to thei: 
character and amount,” &c. 

Now, here was the specific duty of this commit- 
tee. Gentlemen wanted this information to go to 
the people, to let them see the great extravagance 
which had been committed. Now, the gentleman 
from Tennessee, who was the chairman of this 
committee, who {had been engaged in the exami- 


| nation of these accounts for the last three months, 


had come forward here yesterday and very frankly 
told them that a large portion of these contracts 


| were perfectly honest and properly made, but then 
| that there were others, he believed, which were 


unjust, extravagant, fraudulent. He made a gen- 





| document had never been printed at all. 


eral allegation of fraud. Could he pick out the spe- 
cific cases? Let the gentleman take this document 
—he was the chairman of the committee, having 
access to the department—and make a thorough 
investigation; for as he understood the gentleman, 
he was not prepared to-day to put his finger upon 


| any one of these contracts which he could state 


unequivocally to be fraudulent. 


Mr. CROZIER (Mr. McK. yielding) said he 


| was very much obliged to the gentleman from 


North Carolina for the lesson which he had given 
him. He (Mr. C.) himself had read the rules sev- 
eral times. The gentleman had been told that this 
He had 
looked into the manuscript slightly; he had noted 
down some fifty or one hundred contracts to be 
examined into, and whenever this document was 





printed and placed in the hands of the different 
members of the committee they would go to work. 
It would take them—not only during the ordinary 
committee hours, but sitting the whole time when 
the House was in session—until Congress adjourn- 
ed, and perhaps longer, to examine it fully; but 
still they would do whatever they could. In the 
mean time, however, the commitiee thought they 
could gain information from the country by circu- 
lating the document, and that cases might be 
brought to their notice peculiarly demanding in- 
vestigation. The committee would do all within 

their power in the matter. He knew the gentle- 
| man from North Carolina on this subject of ex- 
penditures was a rigid master; but he thanked the 
gentleman for his teachings, and he thought the 
committee would follow them. 

Mr. McKAY (resuming) remarked that he had 
not intended, by referring to the rule, to express 
the idea that the gentleman was not inclined to do 
his duty. 

The House of Representatives (he continued) 
was the grand inquest of the nation. By the Con- 
stitution of the United States, impeachment could 
alone be presented to this House. If there was 
any public wrong or fraud committed by the Ex- 
ecutive branch of the Government, or any part of it, 
here was the place where the inquiry must be made 
and prosecuted. It was therefore the duty of this 
House, by its organs—these various committees 
on the expenditures of the several departments—to 
commence the investigation of any wrongs which 
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had been done, and which were to be held up to 
the country. Now, what he proposed to the other 
side of the House in al! frankness was, if any frauds 
had been committed in the making of these con- 
tracts, let it be fully investigated; and he would go 
as far as he who went farthest in holding it up to 
public scorn and indignation. Let them reconsider 
this order for the printing of extra copies; let the 


committee resume the investigation, or commence | 


it, if it was not already commenced; let them take 
up all those cases where there was any appearance 
of extravagance or fraud, and push them to the 
extreme of scrutiny, calling on the officers of the 
department for information; and if they could not 
satisfy them that all the transactions were per- 
fectly fair, let the committee come forward with a 
report exposing whatever extravagance or fraud 
had been committed, and he (Mr. McK.) would 
vote with the gentleman to print any number of 
extra copies he might desire. Let the whole 
matter go forth to the country by report of the 
committee, containing specific allegations, with the 
explanations which were given. 

In compliance with the pledge given to Mr. 
Tnomeson, Mr. McK. concluded by renewing the 
motion to lay on the table. 

‘The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and 
being taken, resulted: Yeas 93, nays 78. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

THE PUBLIC REVENUE. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Rockwe tt, of Connecticut, in the 
chair,) on the special order, viz: the bill requiring 
all moneys receivable from customs, and from all 
other sources, to be paid immediately into the treas- 


ury, without abatement or deduction, and for other 
purposes, 


‘The question pending when the committee rose 


yesterday was on agreeing to the amendment of 
Mr. Haus, of New York. 

Mr. HALL withdrew his amendment, for a 
moment, at the request of— 

Mr. McK AY, who, remarking that it was not 
in order to go back to the second section, except 
by general consent, asked such consent to enable 
him to offer an amendment to that secuion, which 
had been agreed upon by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr, Grainne] and himself, in conse- 
quence of the doubts yesterday expressed as to the 
working of that section as it stood in the bill. 

No objection being made— 

Mr. McK AY offered the following amendment 
to the second section: 

‘“« Provided, That the collectors of the customs shall be 
the disbursing agents to pay the aforesaid debentures, draw 
backs, bounties, and allowances, and that all debenture 
eortifieates, issued according to law, shall be received in 
payment of duties at the custom-house where the same has 


been ixsued—the laws regulating drawbacks having been 
complied with.’ 


sy the laws of 1789 (he remarked) the collectors 
were made the disbursing agents of the Govern- 
ment, and these drawbacks were paid, as he had 
stated yesterday, out of the gross products of the 
customs. Inasmuch as the first section required 
that these gross duties should be paid immediate- 
ly into the treasury, there might be some doubt 
whether, under this law, the collectors would con- 
tinue to be the disbursing agents. His opinion 
was that they would. But to remove all doubt he 
offered this amendment. 
‘The question being taken, the amendment was 
agreed to. 
Mr. HALL renewed the amendment which he 


had offered yesterday, with certain modifications | 


to make it read as follows: 


Sec. 5. «ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 


the ‘Treasury be, and he hereby is, directed to report to Con 

gress, at the commencement of the next session thereof, the 
actual amount of moneys in the treasury of the United States 
at the commencement of the fiseal year on the Ist day of July, 
1548, stating in such report what portion of such amount 
belongs absolutely to the United States, and what portion 
thereof ts held in trust, and the nature and description of 
each of the trusts under which such moneys are held, and 
the amount held under each of said trusts respectively ; and, 
in case the amount of trust funds theretofore paid into the 
treasury of the United States, and not ckueaiel in discharge 
of its duties as trustee, shall exceed the balance then in the 
treasury, that he shall state the amount of such trust funds 
so paid into the treasury and not expended as aforesaid, un- 


der each of such trusts respectively ; and that said Secretary | 


of the Treasury shall, at the same time, report to Congress a 
statement of all the outstanding Warrants drawn against the 
treasury and not paid at the commencement ot the said fiscal 
year, stating the amounts of each of said warrants, and the 
accounts on which the same were drawn, and whether the 
saine were or Were not drawn on account of trust funds 


which had been before paid into the treasury; and also the 
amount of the public debt at the commencement of such | 
fiscal year; and that the said Secretary of the Treasury shall, 
annually thereafter, make to Congress, at the commence- 
ment of each regular session thereof, asimilar report, having 
relation to the commencement of the then current fiscal year. 
And the said report shall be contained in and made a part of 
the annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the 
finances of the country. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the President, each 
of the heads of departments, and all the officers of the Uni- 
ted States who, as such @fficers or heads of departments, | 
shall, at the commencement of said fiscal year, hold ot con- 
trol any moneys, securities, or other valuable thing in trust, 
under any law or treaty of the United States, be and they 
are hereby, directed to report to Congress, at its next session, 
the nature and character of each of said trusts, when and 
how the same was created, and the amount of moneys and 
description of the securities or other valuable thing which 
have been at any time, and were at the commencement of 
the said fiscal year, held or controlled, and the receipts and 
payments on account thereof; and that all such officers and 
heads of departments who have, during the preceding fiscal 
year, held or controlied any trust funds or property, shall, 
annually thereafler, at the commencement of each regular 
session of Congress, make a report to Congress containing @ 
full and accurate stafement and account of their doings, re- 
ceipts, and expenditures, during the preceding fiscal year, 
on account of cach of the trusts committed to or executed 
by them. 


Mr. HALL said, he had no doubt that the object 





_ which the gentleman from North Carolina proposed 


to accomplish by this bill and amendments, and the 
object which he (Mr. EH.) had in view in the amend- 
ment which he offered, were substantially the same. 

soth of them desired to obtain hereafter more 
accurate and intelligible statements from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury in regard to the condition of 
the finances of the country. For that purpose, the 
gentleman from North Carolina had reported this 
bill, requiring that all the moneys belonging to the 
United States should, immediately after they were 
received by the officers whose duty it was to receive 
them, be paid into the treasury of the United States, 
without any deduction on account of salaries, or 
expenses of any other kind whatsoever. Now, 
his amendment proposed that, with the commence- 
ment of this new system proposed by the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, there should commence 


/a system of reports which should show, more dis- 


tinctly than had hitherto been shown, the amount 
of money in the treasury of the United States, the 
amount which belonged absolutely to the United 
States, and the amount held in trust by the United 


| States, for the benefit of Indian tribes, or for any 


other purpose whatsoever. He desired, further- 
more, that these reports should be contained in the 
annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury on 


, the condition of our finances. 


The gentleman from North Carolina had told 
the House yesterday, in reference to the reports 
which this amendment sought, that, if he (Mr. H.) 
would turn to the report of the Commissioner of 


| Indian Affairs, he would find the statement of all 
| the information which he asked for. 


But he de- 
sired that this report, which had relation to the 
finances of the country, should be embraced in the 
annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
that the whole of it should be included in a single 
document, and that document be so plain and intel- 
ligible that gentlemen who came to this House for 
the first time could have some idea, at least, upon 
reading the annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, of the true state of the finances of the 
country. Gentlemen who, like the gentleman from 
North Carolina, for twenty years, had occupied 
seats on this floor, might be able to learn something 
of the condition of the finances from the annual 
reports made on that subject; but he was not 
ashamed to confess, that he had examined these 
documents with some care, and had not been able 
to come to any conclusion satisfactory to himself 
on the subject. For example: when he saw the 
statement of the Secretary of the Treasury, that 
the amount of moneys remaining in the treasury 
at the commencement of the present fiscal year 
was but $1,700,000, or something more, and when 
he knew the fact that the Secretary had stated, at 
the commencement of the last session, that it was 
necessary that four millions should be kept con- 
stantly in the treasury, in order to carry on success- 
fully the operations of the Government, he had felt 
some inclination to inquire further into this matter, 
and to see whether there might not be some mis- 
take in relation to the amount of money actually 
in the treasury of the United States. On lookin 

into the Secretary’s account of the receipts an 

expenditures, he found that, in giving these re- 
ceipts, the Secretary had excluded $3,193,200, the 
avails of treasury notes and loan, which he had 
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_ cluded on that ground. Now, the gentle: 

| North Carolina could perhaps inform t} 
why the Secretary should exclude from tive ayy, 

|| of the receipts for the year this $3,193,900 


___ March 16, 


stated to have been funded, and which 
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| he understood it, no treasury note could be oe 
_unless the amount was paid into the treasury. 
| unless they were paid out to the .public creditors 
in discharge of the public debt; and therefore. ; 
his judgment, the whole amount of these treasyry 
notes and loans should be regarded as receipts j, 2 
the tgeasury, and this $3,193,200 should not hays 
been excluded from this statement of the Secretary 





of the Treasury. 

But, for the purpose of satisfying himself furtho, 
in relation to this matter, he had gone to the offs 
of the public printers, and found there the stajo. 
ment of the Register of the Treasury of the receiyis 
and expenditures during the same period, and there 
he found the Register of the Treasury had included 
this $3,193,200 asa portion of the receipts into the 
treasury during the fast fiscal year. He had jp. 
cluded this amount, although it had been excluded 


| by the Secretary of the Treasury. 


Again: he found, upon a further examination of 
that report, there was a considerable difference |e. 
tween the statement made by the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the amounts paid on the civil lis, 
foreign intercourse, miscellaneous, War Depar:. 
ment, Navy Department, and public debt, and the 
statement made by the Register of the Treasury, and 
annexed to the annual report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. He had on inquiries at the Treas. 
ury Department, and was informed that these differ. 
ences were to be accounted for by the outstanding 
warrants and the trust funds included in the one 
and excluded from the other of these statements, 
Now, he desired that these reports should be made 
in such a manner that they should not send forth 
to the country, issuing from the same department, 
two separate statements of receipts and expendi- 
tures, differing by millions. 

He would not take up the time of the committee 
by going through and stating all the differences 
between the statements of these two officers. He 
confessed, after he had heard the explanation of the 
Register of the Treasury, he had not been able to 
account for the whole of the discrepancy. There 
were other discrepancies between these reports 
which had not been explained, and which he ap- 
power could not be satisfactorily explained. 

n the first place, the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in his annual report on the finances, page 39, gave 
the amount paid on account of the public debt du- 
ring the last fiscal year at $3,522,082 37; at page 
67 he gave the amount of the public debt paid 
during the same period at $6,722,021 39; and the 
Register, in his statement, gave the amount at 
$6,719,282; so that here were three statements of 
the same thing emanating from the same depart- 
ment, all different in amount, and covering precise- 
ly the same period. Now, there might be some 
explanation of it. Perhaps the gentleman from 
North Carolina could give some explanation. He 


| hoped there was nothing wrong, for the sake of the 


Secretary, and he hoped so for the sake of the 
country; for, if common fame did not do the Sec- 
retary injustice, there was nothing in his past his- 
tory or his present pecuniary condition that, in 
case of wrong, would give to the country the slight- 
est promise of * indemnity for the past”’ or “se- 
curity for the future.” 

Again, the Secretary, at page 43 of his report, 
me the amount paid on account of the public 

ebt from December 1, 1846, to December 1, 1547, 
at $10,480,362 14. This was for the twelve months 
ending December 1, 1847. Now, at page 67 of 
the same report, he gave the amount paid on the 
same account, for the seventeen months ending on 
the same day at $9,261,259 08, making the amount 

aid for seventeen months more than one million 
ess than the amount paid in twelve out of those 
seventeen months. 

This was a matter which, to him, appeared to 
require correction; and he desired to have, in one 
report, that should be intelligible in itself, a full 
statement of thecondition of our finances, in such 
a manner that every member of Co , whether 
he had been here before or not, could obtain from 
it something like an accurate idea of the condition 
of the. finances of the country. 

In reference to the suggestion of Mr. McKay, 
that the subject of this amendment was an appro" 
priate one fora resolution, he said he apprehended 
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it should be introduced into some bill by way of 
amendment, or else be made the subject of a separate 
il], so that not only on the Ist of July next, but 
annually thereafter, a full statement of the condi- 
,ion of the treasury and of the trust funds should be 
made to Congress, as contemplated by his amend- 
at. 
mW iy should they, for the purpose of determin- 
ing the amount of trust funds held by the Govern- 
ment, be compelled to go to the report of the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, adocument which 
was not printed or sent out to the people in con- | 
nection with the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the finances? But, if they looked to 
that document, it struck him that the result would 
be equally eat The gentleman from 
North Carolina had told him he should find in that 
document the statement which he desired. He 
found here a statement of the stocks held on ac- 
count of the Indians, and he thought this statement | 
would of itself show the necessity of having some 
annual report from those officers who held moneys | 
in trust for the benefit of the Indian tribes. Why, 
was there any court of equity in this Union which | 
did not require annually a report of every trustee 
holding funds under its orders, of the condition of | 
the funds, and of the recei 
during the year? And shold Comerene, who stood 
here as the guardians of the Indian tribes, require 
less from our own officers, who held these funds | 
for the benefit of the Indians, and for whose acts | 
the United States were, or ought to be, responsible. 
In running over this account of stocks held by the 
Government, he perceived that there were stocks 
of the State of Alabama held for the Cherokees, | 
to the amount of $300,000, in a single item, for | 
which the trustee of these Indians seemed to have 
vaid the par value. He did not know how it might | 
nave been at the time when this investment was | 
made, but he was well satisfied that now these 
stocks would bring nothing like their par value. 

There was also an investment to a large amount 
in Indiana stocks, for which a premium had been 
paid. These stocks had been sold during the last 
year for thirty-five cents on the dollar. These and 
other statements contained in these reports, show- 
ed the necessity of a full annual statement of these 
trust funds, and of the investments made on ac- 
count of the different trusts. 

But, again, the gentleman from North Carolina, 
as he understood him, said that he would find in 
this report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
a statement of the whole amount of moneys in the | 
treasury on account of trust funds. 

Mr. McK AY (Mr. H. yielding) explained that 
he had said the gentleman would find the amount | 
held by the Gevernment in trust. Hedid not say | 
the moneys were in the treasury. | 


Mr. HALL (resuming) said that was one object || 


which he had in view in offering his amendment, | 
that the House might see the amount in the treas- 
ury as well as that held by officers. Here was a | 
statement showing the amount provided for by | 
Indian treaties, which must be considered in the 
treasury, and for which the Government was pay- 
ing five or six per cent. interest, to be some $5,- 
273,000. Now, he would like to inquire of the 
gentleman from North Carolina, if this was not 
properly a portion of our public debt? If we did 
not owe this amount to these Indian tribes, and on 
which we are paying interest under a law making 
permanent appropriations ? 

Mr. McKAY (Mr. H. yielding) said he had 
stated yesterday, that the report of the Commis- 
siover of Indian Affairs showed the amount held 
by the Government on trust for the Indian tribes 
which had been invested. With regard to that 
which was not invested, which was five millions 
and over, of course the Government paid the inter- | 
est upon it, and there was no doubt but it formed | 
a part of the public debt of the country. He had | 

| 





also stated, that upon referring to the Indian ap- 
propriation bills, the gentleman would see that 
arge sums were appropriated expressly for the | 
purpose of meeting the interest upon these several | 
sums. For instance, the Government negotiated 
a treaty with Indian tribes, in which it agreed to | 
pay one hundred and fifty or three hundred thou- 
sand dollars, and promised to invest it; but instead | 
of investing it, it paid the interest. The money 
was not in the treasury, but the Government was 
debtor to that amount. 
Mr. HALL said that was what he supposed. 
He would like further to inquire whether this 


ts and expenditures || 


$5,273,000 was included in the amount of public 
debt existing on the Ist December, as stated in the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, page 44? 

Mr. McKAY replied that it was not included. 
It did not form a portion of what was called the 
public debt. 

Mr. HALL (resuming) said he had been led to 
suppose that it was not included in the Secretary’s 
statement; but it was, as the gentleman from North 
Carolina admitted, and as must be very evident to 
every gentleman at the first glance, a part of the 
public debt. Why, then, was it not stated? This 
one item added over $5,000,000 to the amount of 
the debt of the United States, as stated by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

In conclusion, he remarked that he had intended, 
on a former occasion, to have gone through with 
an examination of these reports of the Secretary 
of the Treasury and the Register, and shown the 
discrepancies which existed between them, and 


| asked from gentlemen on the other side some ex- 


| which he had offered. 





reget in regard to them. But he felt it would 
ve out of place now, when the simple question 
before the committee was upon the amendment 
He hoped this amendment 
would be adopted, or else that this bill, with the 
amendment he proposed, would be referred back 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, that they 
might report some more suitable provision, that 
would bring before the House from the Secretary 


of the Treasury clear, distinct, intelligible state- | 


ments, annually, of the condition of the treasury 
and of the finances of the country. 


Mr. TOOMBS wished to say one word in reply | 


to the gentleman from New York. Very many of 
the objects which that gentleman sought were ex- 
ceedingly proper, but they were not proper here. 
He admitted, with the gentleman, that there was 


very great difficulty in understanding, from the | 


way in which the accounts were given by the Sec- 
retary of the ‘Treasury, the financial condition of 
the country; but gentlemen ought not to be aston- 
ished at that, for he believed the Secretary of the 
Treasury did not understand it himself. 
found him correcting his reports by millions, and 
no doubt he would have to correct further before 
Congress adjourned. 

But this bill sought one important object, and 
he thought it ought to be disembarrassed with the 
numerous provisions of the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from New York. This bill sought simply 
to put all the money into the public treasury, and 
draw it from the public treasury by law, accord- 
ing to the requirements of the Constitution, so 


as to get rid of the difficulty of spending two or | 


three millions without authority of law, as we now 
did. A large class of our revenue officers and re- 
ceivers of public moneys received compensations 
which were fixed without authority of law. They 


We had | 


were not brought before the Congress of the na- | 


tion; they could not judge of the propriety of their 


compensation or of their efficiency. ‘This bill | 


brought the regulation of their salaries and their 
duties under the control of Congress, and enabled 


| them to place a correction upon frauds here as well 


as elsewhere. 
The object of the gentleman was exceedingly 
proper in calling for information; but the gentle- 


you would wade through the various documents, 
very much of the information the gentleman sought 
would be found to be now provided for by law; 


| and what further was necessary could be called for 


by resolution. 


Mr. HALL (Mr. T. yielding) inquired if they 
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amount of trust funds held by the Government, 
the disposition that had been made of them, and 
their present state? 

Mr. TOOMBS said it would be difficult thus to 
accomplish what the gentleman desired. If the gen- 
tleman thought the laws prescribing the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury were not sufficiently ex- 
plicit, he should have no objection to the gentle- 
man’s introducing a bill for the purpose of doimg 
that which he sought to do by this amendment, 
but which was not appropriate to this bill. Much 
of the difficulty arose from the inattention of gen- 
tlemen, and in consequence of their not taking the 
trouble to ascertain the facts in connection with the 
revenue of the country. The question should first 
be examined and reported upon by a committee. 
It was too large a question to be decided upon by 
this House without such preparatory examination, 
and he was not disposed to act upon it at the in- 
stance of any gentleman without being satisfied 
that it had been investigated fully. He preferred 
that a committee should be instructed to bring in a 
bill. It was a question to which perhaps no gen- 
tleman there had paid sufficient attention, and 
therefore he objected to the proposed amendment 
of this bill, for neither the House nor a committee 
had had an opportunity to examine and ascertain 
that it was just and proper. 

Mr. HUDSON concurred with many of the re- 
marks which had fallen from the member of the 


| Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. ‘Toomns,} 
| but he differed entirely with him on one position 
| which he had assumed—namely, that this amend- 


ment was irrelevant to the bill under consideration. 


| If he understood the bill, it related to the finances 


of the country. It provided that the sum collected 
from imposts should be returned to the treasury, 
and that the officers engaged in these collections 
should be paid out of the treasury. This, of 


| course, would involve some change, a considerable 
| change, in the annual reports of the Secretary of 


the Treasury on the subject of the finances; and 
the gentleman from New York, by his amendment, 
proposed to require the Secretary to say in his 
report some things in detail which were now stated 
in gross, and that he should give us a more dis- 


| tinct view of the different funds which were held 


by him or by other officers of the Government. 


| Now, it seemed to him that it was perfectly legiti- 


mate, when they were changing the basis of the 
Secretary’s estimates, to require from him esti- 
mates which he had never made before, and to 
require him to make others in some particular way; 


and he therefore could not perceive that there could 


| man from North Carolina was correct in saying, if | 


could procure these statements annually by a reso- | 


lution of inquiry? 

Mr. TOOMBS replied that each Congress could 
do it. 

Mr. HALL said it was necessary that they 
should have these reports annually. 


Mr. TOOMBS (resuming) repeated that there | 


were provisions of existing law which answered 


the purposes of the requisition of the amendment; | 


therefore it was wholly unnecessary. He thought 
the amendment arose in part from gentleman hav- 
ing failed to give sufficient attention to the docu- 


ments. The Secretary of the Treasury was re- | 
red by law to make many of these statements. | 


| qui 
| These trust funds could all be arrived at if the ren- 


| tleman would take the trouble to examine the laws 


! ge 


|| of the land which stood upon treaties. 


Mr. HALL inquired how long it would take the 


be any solid re made to this amendment. 


| The gentleman himself admitted that the report of 
|| the Secretary for the present year had been of such 
| a character that it was - 


vossible for any of them 
to understand it fully. In other parts of his re- 
marks, the gentleman had intimated, that with a 


|| little industry, any one would be enabled to under- 


stand not only the state of the treasury proper, but 
to ascertain and understand the condition of all the 


| trust funds, spread as they were through various 


| laws, and recognized by various treaties. 


yr = 
This, 


| said the gentleman, a little industry would make 
| perfectly plain. Now, he (Mr. H.) admitted that 


gentleman’s industry and great power of endu- 
rance; but he confessed that for himself the task 
was not so easy; and the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. McKay,] familiar as he had long 
been with the subject, had likewise confessed how 
difficult he found it fully to understand all the Sec- 
retary’s report. And why the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Toomss] should object to this pro- 
vision, requiring the Secretary to make his report 
more in detail and with greater plainness, was, 


| Mr. H. confessed, more than he could discover: 


certainly the gentleman did not wish the reports 


| to be continued as unintelligible as they were at 


present. 

The pao from New York required nothing 
more than than the funds should be explained dis- 
tinctly and separately. We had now the singular 
spectacle of two or three reports, containing state- 


| ments of different funds, respecting which differ- 


| ent views and opinions had been ex 


pressed by the 
same officer. Yes, he could produce reports of the 
same Secretary of the Treasury, respecting par- 
ticular funds, which did not agree. Now, he 
_ asked, how was this? Oh, the trust funds were 


| included in one case, which were not in another. 


| Now, how, he asked, could any committee com- 


nueman from Georgia to satisfy himself of the || prehend reports which stated the funds in different 
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ways? And the members of the House who had 
not plodded through all the treaties to find out the 
state and condition of these funds would find it 
almost impossible to explain these differences. But 
the Secretary of the Treasury could ina short time 
furnish a document which would convey the intel- 
ligence clearly and satisfactorily. 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Toomss] 
suggested, that this information could be embraced 
in a resolution of inquiry, and thus they could 
obtain all the information they desired, Of reso- 
lutions calling for information, they had had some 
experience. It was well known that a resolution 
calling for information must, under the rule, lie on 
the table for one day. Well, it then went on the 
docket, and was never reached. They had reso- 
lution on resolution now on the docket, which had 
not been reached thus far, and perhaps never would 
be; or if they were, at the end of some months, 
and then adopted, some six or eight weeks more 
perhaps would elapse before they were responded 
to; whereas, the only value of much of the infor- 
mation thus called for was in having it immediately 
for the regulation of the action of the House. 

It seemed to him, that this was the appropriate 
bill wherein to provide for the furnishing of the 
information which they desired, and that they 
should not rely on calls, to which gentlemen knew 
well how easy it was to give the go-by. In short, 
he could not see any valid objection to it. 

It had been said by the gentleman from Georgia, 
[Mr. ‘Toomus,| that this amendment involved a 
great principle. Now he (Mr. H.) could not see 
any vital principle involved; and that it should 
contain such a principle, was more than he could 
comprehend. Ile knew not how far into the mi- 
nulia this amendment would require the Secretary 
to go; but he apprehended, be it more or less, 
there was no constitutional question involved. 

He hoped the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York would be adopted. No harm could 
arise from it, but great good would be accom- 
plished; and it appeared to him that this was both 
the proper time and place to introduce it. Besides, 
u would give the Secretary of the Treasury an 
opportunity to make his report more intelligi- 
ble. 

Mr. McKAY did not propose to follow the ex- 
ample set bim by the gentleman from New York, 
by going into an examination of the state of the 
treasury. On some other occasion, he trusted to 
have the opportunity to do so, and of showing his 
views as to who was wrong and who was right. 
One objection which he had to this amendment 
was, that it sought to obtain information which the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the heads of de- 
partments were now required to furnish. He then 
proceeded to call the attention of the committee to 
a series of documents which were now required to 
be prepared for the use of Congress at each session, 
by authority of laws, some of which date as far 
back as 1791. 
uments, and described their peculiar characters, 
and stated how necessary their consolidation had 
become. This he gave notice of his intention to 
attempt at an early day, in order that these various 
provisions of law, by being imbodied in one enact- 
ment, might be both accessible and intelligible. He 
wanted no mystery about the affairs of this Gov- 
ernment. They should be so conducted that all 
could readily understand them, and thus be made 
unlike the embarrassed and broken-down Govern- 
ments of Europe. He hoped the amendment 
would not be agreed to, for it was out of place; 
and he pledged himself, at an early period of the 
session, to attempt to accomplish all the gentleman 
desired in the way to which he had adverted. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. VINTON moved that the bill be laid aside, | 


for the purpose of taking up the bill making appro- 
priations tor the current and contingent expenses 
of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with the various Indian tribes for the 
year ending June 30, 1849, 

‘The motion was agreed to, 

Then, on the motion of Mr. DONNELL, the 
committee rose and reported the bill which it had 
considered and perfected, and progress on the In- 
dian bill. , 

The bill reported from the committee was taken 
up in the House, the amendments made in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union were 
agreed to under the operation of the previous ques- 


tion, and, on the motion of Mr. McKAY, it was | 


He enumerated some of these doc- | 


| act providing for the inspection of all articles imported for | 


| for the reduction of the postage on all newspapers to one 
cent, payable on every paper atthe office from which the 


| W. Mower and 38 others, residents on the even-numbered 


| Louisiana, in favor of extending the port of New 
| Orleans, so as to embrace the city of 


| tional documents relating to the petition of John 
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ordered to be engrossed, and was read a third || Johnson and others; which were referred to the 


tume, and passed. 


JETHRO WOOD'S PATENT. | 

Mr. CRISFIELD moved the reconsideration of || 
the vote laying on the table the bill for the relief || 
of the heirs of Jethro Wood. 

Mr. POLLOCK moved to lay the motion to | 
reconsider on the table. 

Mr. CRISFIELD called for the yeas and nays, 
but they were not ordered. 

The motion to lay on the table was agreed to. || 

Mr. COCKE moved to reconsider the vote of | 
yesterday, i | yhich a memorial of the officers of 
the army in Mexico was laid on the table, for the 
purpose of having it referred to a standing com- | 
mittee, 

The motion was agreed to, and the memorial | 
referred accordingly. 

The SPEAKER laid befure the House a mes- 
sage from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting a copy of the constitution of the State Gov- 
ernment formed by the people of the Territory of 
Wisconsin, in convention assembled, in pursuance 
of an act of Congress, entitled ** An act to enable | 
the people ef Wisconsin Territory to form a con- 
stitution and State Government for the admission 
of such State into the Union,’’ approved August 
6, 1846; also, the documents accompanying the | 
Consutution, which were transmitted by the Presi- 
dent of the convention to the President of the Uni- | 
ted States. Referred to the Committee on Terri- | 
tories. 

And then the House adjourned. 


— 


PETITIONS, &c. 








The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented under the rule, and referred: 


By Mr. TWEEDY: The petition of William Teall and 53 
others, citizens of Wisconsin, asking an appropriation of 
$5,000 on the road from Port Washington to Dekoree, in 
Wisconsin. Also, the petition of Join B. Smith and &1 oth- 
ers, for a beacon-light on the North Government Pier, at the 
mouth of the Milwaukie river. Also, the petition of George 
H. Smith and 300 others, for an appropriation for the im- | 
provement of the harbor at Sheboygan, Wisconsin ‘Terri- 
tory. Also, the memorial of the Legislative Assembly of the 
Territory of Wisconsin, approved February 235, 1848, pray- 
ing for an appropriation for a light-house at Port Washing- 
ton, in said ‘Verritory, and for the survey of the harbor at 
that place. Also, a like memorial, approved same day, for 
an appropriation of 817,315 to complete the improvement of 
the Grant river Slough, at Potosi, Wisconsin. Also, the me- 
morial of James Johnson and others, physicians and drug- 
gists at Milwaukie, Wiscousin, praying for the passage of an 


medical use, and for the forfeiture and destruction of any 
such articles which shall be found to be adulterated or | 





spurious. Also, the petition of Tallmadge Elwell and 97 | 
others, of Oaktield, Fon du Lae county, Wisconsin, praying 


same may betaken out. Also, the petition of Charles Moody 
and 107 others, residents on the even-numbered sections on 
the Milwaukie and Rock River Canal Grant, praying for the 
passage of an act reducing the price of said lands to 81 25 
per acre ; providing for the sale thereof in October, 1849, to 
the rightful claimants; dividing half and fractional quarter- 
sectious among two Or more separate claimants, and for the 
repayment, in money or in land, of the excess over $1 25 
per acre paid for such of these lands as may have been 
already sold to the purchasers. Also, the petition of Nathan 


sections on the Milwaukie and Rock River Canal Grant, for | 
the reduction of the price thereof to @1 25 per acre, and for 
the sale thereof at an early day, subject to preémption, to | 
the settlers, and for refunding to the former purchasers the 
excess paid, in money or in land. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Ilinois: The petition of U. E. Robin- 
son and others, praying a grant of land to aid in the construc- 
tion of arailroad from Cairo to Chicago, and to the Upper 
Mississippi. Also, resolutions of a public meeting in the 
county ot Franklin, tilinois, favorable to a grant of land to 
aid in the construction of a railroad from Cairo to Chicago, 
and thence to the Upper Mississippi. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, March 16, 1848. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented a res- 
olution passed by the Legislature of the State of 


' afayette, in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 





PETITIONS. 


Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial of mem- || 


bers of the bar of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing that the circuit duties of the Judges of the Su- 
preme Court may not be suspended; which was 
laid upon the table. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, submitted addi- 





| 


(| Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. DIX presented two memorials from J, Ney. 
ton, proposing a line of mail steamers between tip 
cities of New York and Vera Cruz, and betwee, 
New Orleans and Vera Cruz. Mr. N. agrees i, 

- Sok ° Ss 3 lo 
perform the duty for $250,000 per year, in month|y 
instalments; the vessels to be such as will be g.. 


| proved of by the Navy Department, and shall je 


suited fur war steamers; and says he is prepared 
to enter upon the service at twenty days’ jotics 
with a first class steamship of 1,450 tons, unsur- 
passed by any steamship in the United States jy 
model, strength, or fitness for the service named. 
He also proposes to establish a line between New 
Orleans and Vera Cruz, for ten years, for $135,0) 
per annum, in monthly instalments. 

Also, the memorial of Grinnell, Minturn & Co,, 
and others, merchants and importers in New York, 
praying the reimbursement of certain import duties 
paid by them, and the enactment of a law making 
allowance in the payment of duties, for wastage oy 
merchandise arriving in the United States; whicl 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial of import- 
ing merchants in St. Louis, Missouri, praying to 
be relieved from the operation of certain restric. 
tions, imposed by the existing tariff, on merchan- 
dise imported in that city through the port of New 
Orleans; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the petition of James 
G. Carson, praying the confirmation of his title to 
certain lands in Louisiana; which was referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a memorial of the 
corporation of the City of Washington, praying 
certain amendments of their charter; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. WESTCOTT presented the petition of Lew- 
is Kennedy, and Henry Gaither and Company, 
praying permission to erect saw-mills on a certain 
tract of land belonging to the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
On motion by Mr. ALLEN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of the chiefs and delegation of 
the Wyandot nation of Indians, on the files of the Senate, 
be reterred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the 
following resolution, which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
priation to indemnify the officers, seamen, and mariues of 
the United States steain frigate Missouri, for the losses sus- 
tained by them by the destruction by fire of the said frigate 
at Gibraltar, on the 2d August, 1843. 

Mr. CLARKE submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to transmit to the Senate a copy of “a despatch to 
the United States consul at Monterey, T. O. Larkin, Esq.,” 
forwarded in November, 1845, by Captain Gillespie of the 
marine corps, and which was, by him, destroyed before 
entering the port of Vera Cruz. 

Mr. NILES submitted the following resolution 
for consideration : 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to the Senate copies of the correspondence between the 
minister of the United States at London, and any authorities 
of the British Government, in relation to a postal arrange- 
ment between the two countries. 


On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, it was 

Ordered, That the vacancy in the Committee on [ndian 
Affairs, caused by the resignation of Mr. Sevisr, be filled 
by the appointment of the Presiding Officer. 

Mr. CASS, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the joint resoluuon 
authorizing medals and certificates to be given to 
officers and soldiers of the regular forces and vol- 
unteers for gallant conduct in battle during the war 
with Mexico, reported it with an amendment. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 

On motion by Mr. ATHERTON, the prior or- 
ders were postponed, and the Senate resumed the 
consideration, as in Committee of the Whole, of 
the bill from the House of Representatives further 
to supply deficiencies in the <omyneee a for the 
service of the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 
1848. 

The question pending being upon agreeing to 
the amendment proposed by Mr. Benton, to strike 
out the words ** the Papal States,’’ in line 84, and 
after ** Ecuador,” in line 86, insert ‘‘and for 4 
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1848. 
minister plenipotentiary to the Papal States,” and 
strike out ‘twenty-two and insert “thirty-one”— 
Mr. ATHERTON remarked that the Senator 
from Missouri not being in his seat, he would ask 
leave to Offer an amendment. ; 

Mr. A. then moved to amend the bill by insert- 
ing, at the close of the 63d line, ** for contingent 
‘expenses in the office of the Treasurer of the 
‘United States, five hundred dollars;”’ which was 
agreed to. 2 E 
Mr. A. moved further to amend the bill by stri- 
king out, in the 138th line, the word ‘* two” and 
yserting * three;” which was agreed to. 

Mr. BREESE moved further to amend the bill 
by inserting, between lines 100 and 101, “ for com- 
ensation to eight additional clerks to be employsd 
in the General Land Office, four of them at the rate 
of twelve hundred dollars per annum each, and the 
remaining four at the rate of one thousand dollars 
per annum each, the sum of two thousand two 
hundred dollars;’’ which was agreed to. 

The question then being upon agreeing to the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Benton, in refer- 
ence to the mission to the Papal States— 

Mr. BEN'‘TON. The amendment speaks for it- 
self. Its object is to make the mission to Rome 
afull one. I desire that we should send to Rome, 
once the head of the political world, and for so long 
a period the head of the religious world, a minister 
who might be charged with other duties, so that in 
point of expenditure the amourt would not exceed 
that of two chargéships, the duties of which would 
bedischarged by an agent of a rank more becoming 
the station and the objects to be accomplished. 

Mr. BADGER. I have myself been unable to 
see any necessity for establishing either a charge- 
ship or a full mission to the Papal States. The 
President, in his message, recommends the estab- 
lishment of such a mission for two reasons: first, 
on account of what he calls ‘‘ recent interesting 
political events;”’ and second, because attention to 
the commerce of the country requires it. Now, 
with regard to the latter view, for more than seven- 
ty years, if we have any commerce with the Papal 
Siates, we have found it adequately protected with- 
out having been under the necessity of establishing 
such amission. Sir, the commerce of the United 
Sttes with the Papal States must be very small] in- 
deed. In fact, it is so small that it has never been 
the subject of distinct statement, so far as 1 am 
aware, in any accounts we have had from any of 
the departments of the Government in regard to 
our intercourse with foreign nations; and the ex- 
ports of the United States to the whole of Italy, 
including the Papal States, scarcely amount to one 
million of dollars a year. We have, in the Papal 
States, three consuls. The probability is, that the 
whole amount of the commercial intercourse of the 
United States with these States, does not amount to 
one hundred thousand dollars a year; and it seems 
to me, that so far as the commercial interests of the 
United States are concerned, it would be paying the 
largest insurance that has been known in commer- 
cial dealings, if we incur the expense either ofa full 
mission or a chargéship for the purpose of afford- 
ing some incidental benefit or protection to a com- 
merce not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars 
ayear, already under the charge of three American 
consuls. It seems to me very obvious that this 
consideration has very little weight. 

But what is the other reason assigned by the 
President? The recent political events which have 
taken place in the Papal States, under the direction 
of the present Pope. In what possible mode, I 
ask, do these political events make it necessary 
that we should send a minister to Rome? How 
are we connected with these political events? What 
influence is it expected that our minister can exer- 
cise over these events, or the party connected with 
them; or in what way will this mission, politically 
cousidered, be of service to this country or to the 
Papal States? What is the character of these po- 
litical events which are now in progress at Rome? 
Nothing has taken place whieh in the least em- 
braces any alteration in the form of government 
that has always obtained in those States. The 
present Pope is the same absolute master of his 
eople that all his predecessors in time past have 
een. He has surrendered none of the absolute 
powers which adorn and strengthen the tiara which 
he wears. He has erected no barriers against the 

abuse of those powers, either by himself or by his 
Successors. He stands now an autocrat, possessed 
of and exercising a supreme authority over all his 


| 





' 





the Papal States ? 


subjects, who are absolutely dependant on him for 
every privilege they enjoy—for every right which 
they exercise—for every relaxation which has 
been extended to them from the rigid severity of 
former days. He is nothing in the world, in com- 
parison with his predecessors, but a good and kind 


| master of his subjects, who are emphatically his 


vassals. He has made no reform-—-he has made 
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no surrender of any of the principles of arbitrary | 


| power—he has not evinced any disposition to 
| abridge the limits of his authority in the slightest 
| degree. The uncontrollable authority of that sceptre 
| which he wields is the same unquestionable and 
| unquestioned dominion which has been exercised 
| by his predecessors. Now, sir, what on earth can | 
| induce us at this time to establish this mission to | 
Do we expect to sustain his | 


Holiness in pursuing the course which he has | 


adopted? Do we intend to extend to him our 
countenance and support? 


whether we do not greatly over-estimate the posi- 
tion which we occupy, and whether his Holiness 
will consider himself at all obliged by our counte- 
nance and support. 


Why, in that point | 
| of view, I think it may be seriously questioned 


In what way, then, is this mission to benefit this | 
country? There is no commerce to be protected— | 


none at least that has not always been amply pro- 


Papal dominions. 


| tected by the consuls of the United States in the | 
There is nothing in the world | 


in the present political condition of Rome which | 


makes such a mission of the slightest importance 


to us or 4o her, considered in regard to those polit- | 
ical relations which may subsist between us and 


her as two independent States. Well, that being 
so, is not the United States now commencing, in 
the establishment of this mission, a system to 
which we have been heretofore entire strangers? 


Is not this mission, in the view of it which I have | 


presented, merely a religious mission on the part 
of the United States to the first bishop of Europe? 
Certainly it is, sir. Although his Holiness is not 


only the first bishop—the universal head of the | 


Roman Catholic Church, but annexes to that the 


character of a secular prince, it must always be | 


recollected that the Papal States are but the appan- 
age attached to the Episcopal see, for the purpose 
of giving support and dignity to his religious char- 
acter and office. It is as a spiritual ruler that he 
exercises his influence over his dominions. Asa 
secular prince, simply and merely, he would be 
nobody. It is his Holiness that governs. It is 


the universal bishop of the church that rules in | 


the Papal States. His counsellors are the principal 
bishops, priests, and deacons of Christendom. His 
ministers are priests. His ambassadors are priests. 
The whole machinery, control, and direction of 
his government stamp it as being in every respect 
a sptritual dominion. Now, I admit that that con- 
sideration would furnish no reason why the pro- 
posed mission should not be established, if there 
were any great interests of the people of this coun- 
try to be protected, or any great object connected 
with their welfare to be achieved by it. But, so 
far as I am aware, there are no such considerations 
of policy to be urged in this case. This is simply 
the sending forth of a mission from the United 
States to the first Roman Catholic bishop of the 
world. : 

To such a mission, sir, I, for one, am opposed. 
I wish for our Roman Catholic citizens of this 
country, precisely what we all enjoy, the absolute 
and unqualified possession of all our religious 
rights. They may make themselves dependent 
upon, or believe themselves to be dependent upon, 
and to be bound in spiritual submission to any head 
of their church they please, here or elsewhere; but 
rely upon it, the establishment of this mission will 
be considered by the great Protestant interests of 





this country as one undertaken for the purpose of’ 


giving a new character to that particular church 
of which the sovereign Pontiff is the head. It will 
be regarded as placing him and his church in this 
country upon a far different footing from that which 
is occupied by other religious denominations; and 
it will be felt throughout the extent of this land 
that the Government of the United States has in- 
stituted, in reference to this particular church, a 
proceeding entirely dissonant from its past policy; 
and that it has departed in no small Shares from 
the principles of universal toleration and that non- 
intervention in religious matters which the Con- 
stitution has prescribed. When we look, sir, at 
the small amount of the commerce of the United 
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States with the Papal States, when we consider 
the absence of everything like an effort, on the part 
of his Holiness the Pope, to introduce the princi- 
ples of free government in the Papal States, the 
idea will force itself on the minds of all, that were 
it not for the thousands of foreign Roman Catholic 
voters in the United States, the efforts of his Holi- 
ness to ameliorate the condition of his subjects 
would have met with less sympathy, and the com- 
merce of the United States with the Papal States 
would have attracted less solicitude, from the occu- 
pant of the White House. 

I cannot vote, sir, either for the full mission or 
the chargéship. I regard the establishment of 
either as involving a needless expenditure of mo- 
ney, and if not fraught with mieshief, to be at beat 
altogether useless. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I would just submit to 
the gentleman of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions whether it would not seem a little disparaging 
to the other important and respectable Powers of 
Europe to whom diplomatic agents of a lower grade 
are sent if thisamendment should prevail. Neither 
our political nor commercial relations with the Pa- 
pal States bear the least proportion, I suppose, to 
those we sustain to Portugal, Denmark, Sweden, 
Holland, Belgium, or Naples, to whom ministers 
of a lower grade are now sent. Now, when ar- 
ranging our diplomatic agents with those Pow- 
ers, including Austria, one of the greatest Powers 
on the continent of Europe, why should we pass 
them by with ministers of the second grade, and 
give one of a higher grade to the Papal States? 

Mr. BENTON. In proposing to substitute for 
a chargéship a full mission to the Papal States, [ 
had not in view the commerce we might have in 
the Tiber. Our commerce is not much ereater, 1 
believe, in the Roman Tiber than it is in our own 
Tiber! The Senator from New York {Mr. Dix} 
says he has been there, and that our commerce 
there is greater than that on our own Tiber, and I 

ield to his superior information on the subject. 
Bat. sir, it was not in that point of view that I made 
the amendment, but solby in a political point of 
view. In sending a minister of the first grade to 


' that city, with which grand recollections must for- 


ever be associated—which was once the mistress 
of the world, and has been the head of the Chris- 
tian church for a long period—l look not only to 
the ** eternal city” itself, but to the whole of Italy, 
which is most wonderfully scant in diplomatic rep- 
resentatives from the United States. We havea 
chargé at Naples, and from that point we pass over 
all that was Rome, at one period even of her best 
days, and go into cisalpine-Gaul, before we find 
another diplomatic representative of the United 
States. At the foot of the Alps we have another 
chargé, and he has just got there, or is perhaps yet 
on the way. I believe we go to Turin before we 
find another. Here is a gap from the gulf of Ta- 
rentum to the foot of the Alps, in which we do not 
find a single diplomatic representative of the Uni- 
ted States; an extent of country containing how 
many millions? It embraces all Italy, with twenty 
millions of people, divided, to be sure into several 
Powers, but without a single diplomatic agent of 
the United States. Now, in sending a minister to 
Rome, the head of the Italian States, I consider 
that we would have a diplomatic agent who would 
be in substance, if not in form, a representative of 
the United States in Italy itself. It is in that en- 
larged point of view that I have looked with some 
degree of interest to the establishment of this mis- 
sion to Rome of a minister of the highest rank. It 
is certain that the political movements alluded to 
in the President’s message, are not confined to the 
city of Rome, and it is, in my opinion, eminently 
expedient and proper that a full mission should be 
established. Having thus expressed the views b 
which I have been influenced in offering the iasined- 
ment, I leave it with the Senate. 

Mr. CASS. As the morning hour has expired, 
I trust that this bill will be passed over informally, 
and the ten-regiment bill will be taken up. 


The bill was passed over informally. 


THE TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 


making provision for an addition to the regular 
military force. 


Mr. CALHOUN. After a very careful exami- 
nation, I have not been able to find a single argu- 
ment which, in my opinion, would justify the 
passage of this bill at this time, and under existing 
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circumstances. I cannot but feel that those who 
have come to a different conclusion have over- 
looked the actual condition of the Mexican Gov- 
ernment and of the Mexican people, in eaenouns 
that this bill was necessary either to intimidate or 
coerce that Government into a ratification of the 
treaty recently acted upon here. If that Gowern- 
ment were strong and vigorous, if the people of 
Mexico were united in resistance to us, and capa- 
ble of sustaining a war in the event that the treaty 
shall not be ratified, there might be strong reasons 
for passing this bill. But such is not the case, On 
the contrary, the very opposite is. The Govern- 
ment itself is lithe more than a shadow, without 
an army and without revenue; the people in a state 
of distraction, with a Jarge and powerful party in 
opposition to the Government, and for a continu- 
ance of the war—notin hostility to us, but in hos- 
tility to their own Government, which they desire 
should be overthrown. ‘The Government itself 
exists by our forbearance, and under our counte- 
nance; they have been induced to treat with us 
fromthe dread of their annihilation, and we to treat 
with them from the same consideration. For, 
strange as it may appear, the very motive that in- 
duced Mexico to treat with us induced us to to treat 
with her. She dreaded her annihilation, and so 
did we. [tis difficult to say which would be sub- 
jected to the greatest evil in consequence of such 
anothilation. The danger is not that the Mexican 
Government, in the event of the rejection of the 
treaty, would be able to resist, but it is that 1t may 
perish before she can ratify it. But, if I am mis- 
taken in all this, one thing is clear: without these 
ten additional regiments, we have the means of in- 
timidating or coercing that Government to any 
extent we please; a single brigade may annihilate 
it. But even if we should choose to avoid this, we 
hold another power in our hands that is ample to 
induce her to raufy the treaty, provided there be 
any hesitation on her part. We would in that case 
have but to tell her that we will adopt the boundary 
agreed upon in the treaty, and thus save ourselves 
the vast sum of twenty millions of dollars, which 


rumor states that we are to give for the ceded ter- | 


riiory. This consideration alone is sufficient, pro- 
vided the Mexican Government can maintain itself 


until she shall have acted upon this treaty, with | 
the amendments that may have been made to it by | 


this body. 

In this view of the subject, [ regard the passage 

of this bill, if it be intended either for the purpose 
of intimidation or of coercion, to be entirely use- 
less—an unmeaning bravado. Butif it were merely 
useless, as much as I may be averse to it, my aver- 
sion would not be near so great as it now is. It 
is worse than useless; it is mischievous, and will 
prove mischievous both here and there. Mischiev- 
ous here, for if this body, conversant with all the 
secret proceedings in reterence to the treaty, and 
supposed by the country to be fully informed of 
everything in relation to the subject, should pass 
the bill now before it, it will be received by the 
public as an apprehension on our part that there is 
great danger that the treaty will not be ratified, 
and the eflect upon our commerce and upon the 
money interest of the country will be highly inju- 
rious. It will be mischievous there, for the real 
danger that the Mexican Government has to fear 
is this: there is a large party in Mexico called 
Puros, which is unwilling to see a peace concluded 
between the Mexican Government and this coun- 
try; unwilling, not because they are our friends or 
enemies, but simply for the reason that they wish 
to see that Government annihilated and the power 
placed in their hands. Now, if the impression 
woduced there by the passage of this bill should 
ec, that there is danger that the treaty will not be 
ratified, it will arouse and animate that party to 
double exertion in order to fulfill their object. 

But I consider it not only useless, not only mis- 
chievous in the light which I have indicated, but 
it will be a costly bravado. | take it for granted 
that the honorable chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs does not intend simply that this 
bill shall pass this body; that would be unworthy 
of his character. He then expects that it will also 
yass the other branch of Congress and become a 
ae and that the force will be raised and be em- 
ployed, if the treaty should fail, in carrying on the 
war with Mexico. Well, if the bill passes—and I 
must consider it in that light—in that case, what 
will be the result? There will be no difficulty in 
getting officers and men; they will have no appre- 
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| der all circumstances. 


1 


hensions of going to Mexico or fighting future bat- 
les; the enlistment will turn out to be a money 
speculation; each recruit will receive for his enlist- 
ment his bounty in land, amounting to one hundred | 
and sixty acres, his bounty in money, equal to 
twelve dollars, the usual issue of clothing, amount- 
ing at the present price to about twenty-one dollars. 
Estimating the bounty in land at one dollar and a 
quarter an acre, it would make the whole $2,000,- 
000. These items alone would be equal to two 
millions three or four hundred thousand dollars. 
Add to this the pay and emoluments of the officers, 
the pay to the soldiers, the expense for subsistence, | 
and that for recruiting, and the whole sum will be 
found to be not less than three millions of dollars, 
to which the passage of this bill would subject the 
Government. To this must be added the vast 
patronage which the appointment of five hundred 
Officers and this great additional expenditure would 


confer on the President; and that, too, on the very |) 


eve of a Presidential election, when the patronage 
of the Government is brought into the highest de- 
gree of activity. Such increase of patronage is a | 
great evil, as every man of every party will readily 
acknowledge, if he would candidly express his | 
sentiments: for, if there is anything on which all 
are agreed, it is that Executive patronage is already 
enormous, and ought not to be increased. 

Now, | submit to my friends on this side of the 
Chamber, who have indicated a disposition to pass | 
this bill, whether they are willing to incur this 
heavy cost, and subject the country to this great 
evil, by passing this bill, which I have shgwn to be | 
a useless bravado, unbecoming a great adhd mag- | 





nanimous people. 

But | not only object to the passage of the bill at 
this ime, and under existing circumstances, but 1 
take higher ground. I am opposed to the bill un- 
I would have voted against | 
it if a treaty had not been made, and for reasons | 
that to myself are conclusive, and which I will | 





| now proceed to state. 


' bation upon it, not only for the present, but I trust 


Sir, we all know the origin of this bill. It was 
reported early in the session, and originated in the 
message of the President recommending a vigor- 
ous prosecution of the war; and its leading and 
main object was to carry that recommendation into 
effect. If, then, we pass this bill, we give, accord- 
ing tomy humble conception, a pledge to the Ex- 
ecutive and to the country, that if the treaty fails 
we will resort to a vigorous prosecution of the war. 
I, for one, am unwilling to give this pledge; un- 
willing, because I think it ought not to be given, 
and unwilling, because, if given, lam of the im- 
pression it never will be redeemed. 

Itought not to be given, for reasons which I have | 
assigned fully on a former occasion, and which I 
shall only briefly repeat on this. A vigorous pros- 
ecution of the war would be the annihilation of the 
Mexican Government, leaving no government with 
whom to treat. The effect of that would be the 
entire subjugation of the country, throwing upon 
us one of two alternatives: cither to create a gov- 
ernment by our own authority with which to treat 
—and this, I trust, no one who duly appreciates 
the true principles of our system of government 
will ever adopt—or to hold it under our subjuga- 
tion as a conquered country, to be governed as 
provinces, or to be incorporated into the Union. 

Now, as 1 am utterly Spposed to this, for reasons 
which I stated at large onthe occasion referred to, 
and which it is not necessary here to repeat, I, for 
one, cannot give this pledge. Nor can I give it 
because I have not the least expectation that it 
would ever be redeemed. The sentiment of the 
whole country is remarkably changed in reference 
to the war. There was at that time a large party 
in the country who were in favor of taking the 
whole of Mexico. I have but to appeal to the pro- 
ceedings of public meetings, and to declarations re- 
veatedly made in the public journals to prove this. 
But that sentiment is changed. And why is it 
changed? Because the people were not aware at that 
time of what would be the consequence of a vigor- 
ous prosecution of the war. It was an appeal to 
their manly pride. But as soon as they saw the 
consequences, that the result would be as | have sta- 
ted, they drew back and put the seal ef their repro- 





forever. With this strong disapprobation of the 
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| But, it may be asked, what shall be done? \Wy 
| answer is plain and simple. Only one thing eq), 
_be done—to fall back and take the line of th. 

treaty; to tell the Mexican people that we intey4 
| to hold it; that we are satisfied if they are. No, 
| can it be objected that it costs more, for it woul, 
take fully as large an army, and at as great a cos; 
to protect Mexico, under the treaty, against th. 
Indians falling on our side of the line, under the 
treaty, as to protect ourselves against the Mex. 
icans .by assuming the line without the treaty 
not to take into estimate the twenty millions of 
dollars which would be saved by adopting the 
latter. 

The whole affairisin our own hands. Whether the 
treaty fails or not, we still have the complete con- 
_ trol, if we act with wisdom and firmness, and avoid, 
| what I detest above all things, a system of menace 
| or bravado in the management of our negotiation, 
I had hoped that that system had been abandoned 
| forever. It nearly involved us in a war with Eng- 
land about Oregon. It was only prevented by the 
wisdom and firmness of this body. It was resort. 
ed to in our negotiations with Mexico; and the 
march of the army under General Taylor to the 
Rio Grande was but intended to sustain it. Un- 
| fortunately, the circumstances prevented the Senate 
from interposing, as in the case of Oregon, and 
this war was the consequence. 

But, Mr. President, the vigorous prosecution of 
the war is not the only object of this bill. It is the 
| primary, the principal one. But there is another 
| one, secondary, it 1s true, though not much less 

important. This bill was intended, in part, to carry 
| into executiona system of impostsand taxes, whic) 
| the President of the United States had imposed 
/upon Mexico. The army, including*the force to 

be raised by this bill, was intended to be used for 

collecting the duties and imposts; for that purpose 
| it was to be spread all over Mexico, as has been 
| Officially announced. 

Now, | hold that we cannot pass this bill with- 
out sanctioning the act of the President in this 
respect; and that I, for one, never can do, because 
lam under a deep conviction that the President 
has no right whatever to impose taxes, internal or 
external, on the people of Mexico. It is an act 
without the authority of the Constitution or law, 
and eminently dangerous to the country. Thus 
thinking that neither the Constitution nor law gives 
| him any such authority, I would not be true to my 
trust if | were to vote for the bill. I would have 
been glad to have avoided it at the present time. 
My friends around me know that [ was anxious 
that this bill should not be pressed upon us now— 
not that I desired to shun the responsibility of the 

expression of my opinions—but because | prefer- 
rs postponing it until after the treaty was ratified, 
and when there could be no cry of giving aid and 
comfort to the enemy. But it is forced upon me, 
and, if there be any responsibility in expressing 
my Opinion at this time, it ought of right to fall, 
| not on me, but upon those who, without any ne- 
cessity, have forced this bill upon us. 

But to return to the thread of the argument. J 
ask, where can the President find the authority for 
imposing these taxes? Can it be found in your 
Constitution? If so, point it out. Can it be found 
in your law? If so, point it out. No such au- 
thority is to be found in either. But it may be 
said it is comprehended under the implied powers 
of the Executive—that is, the powers necessary 
and proper to carry out those expressly delegated 
/to him. If so, point out the power which it 's 

intended to carry into execution. But let me say 

to gentlemen in advance, if you do this you will 
_ not remove the difficulty. y wan should succeed 
in showing that it is an implied power, which | 
hold to be impossible, you must still point out an 
act of Congress to authorize its exercise. The 
| framers of the Constitution, in their great ogee 
. have taken care to insert a provision in the Const- 
tution investing Congress amply with the power 
to pass all laws necessary and proper to carry into 
execution not only its own powers, but those vest- 
ed in any department or office of the Government. 
I refer to what is usually called the residuary 
clause, which provides ‘* that Congress shall have 
* power to pass all laws necessary and proper ‘0 
‘carry into execution the foregoing powers, (that 





war on the part of the people, it would be an idle || ‘ is, powers invested in Congress,) or powers vest 


dream to suppose that in the event of a failure of | 
the treaty, this war would ever be renewed to be 


| carried on vigorously. 





‘ed in any of the departments or offices of the 
‘Government.’’ Then, if it is an implied power, 
it becomes a Congressional power by this express 
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provision, and must have the sanction of Congress 
for carrying it into effect. 

Bu ; : 
»ander-in-chief of the army in Mexico, and that 











is an essential part of the power of the com- | 
: n-chief to impose a — of taxation in | 


mander-1 


the enemy’s country. If, indeed, it be an essen- 


‘jal part of the power, it cannot be separated from | 


+ without destroying the power itself, and it must 
of course belong to him as commander-in-chief in 
the United States as well as in Mexico, or in any 
her conquered country. But it is manifest that 
+ cannot exist within the limits of the United 


t it may be said that the President is com- | 


States, because the Constitution expressly invests | 
‘he same not in the President, but in Congress. | 
Rut to this it may be said, there is a distinction | 
between exercising the power in the United States | 
and exercising it in Mexico, or any other place 


ieyond the boundary of the United States, where 


our army may be operating. ‘To this I answer by 


asking, Why so? What makes the distinction ? | 
What possible reason can be assigned why the | 


mower may be exercised in the one and not in the 
other? Who can answer these questions ? 

But if it is the case—if the President can exer- 
cise in Mexico a power expressly given to Con- 
which he cannot exercise in the United 


ress, 


states—I would ask where is the limit to his pow- | 
erin Mexico? Has he also the power of making | 


appropriations of money collected in Mexico, with- 
out the sanction of Congress? This he has already 
done. Has he the power to apply the money to 
whatever purpose he may think proper,and among 
others to raise a military force in Mexico without 
the sanction of Congress? That, also, he has al- 
ready done. But if there be no limitation, then 
his powers are absolute and despotic in Mexico, 
and he stands in the two-fold character of the con- 
stitational President of the United States and the 
absolute and despotic ruler of Mexico. To what 
must this conclusion lead? What may he not do? 
He may lay taxes at his pleasure either as to kind 
oramovunt; he may establish the rules and regula- 
tions for their collection; he may dispose of them, 
without passing the proceeds into the treasury, to 
any object or for any purpose he may think prop- 
er, and is not liable or responsible to Congress or 
any other authority, in any respect whatever, in 
doing all this. He may, of course, raise armies, 
and pay them out of the proceeds of the taxes; he 
may wage war against the neighboring countries 
to the south of him at his pleasure, and extend his 
authority by force of arms to whatever extent he 
may desire; or he may equip a fleet and assail the 
islands of the South Sea; or he may direct it against 
Japan, or any other country he may think proper. 
Nay, further, he may turn his army against his 
own country, and make it the instrument of its sub- 
jugation. Against all this there is no remedy, and 
can be none, if he has the power which imust ne- 
cessarily result from the principles which would 
invest him with the power of laying taxes. 

But, it may be asked, what are the limitations 
upon his power as commander-in-chief? The an- 
‘wer isan easy one. His power is to command 
thearmy. Let us put a true value upon words. 
To command in chief is to have the supreme con- 
trol in condueting and directing the army in its 
military operations. Such is its power, and only 
power. It is a restricted one, of which the con- 
sututional legislation of the country furnishes many 
evidences. The very act-which recognizes war 
with Mexico vests him with the power of using 
thearmy and navy for its prosecution, clearly in- 
dicating that the power of using them for that pur- 
pose required the authority of law. If we look back 
ito all the declarations which have been made by 
this Government, we shall find that they all, in 
like manner, confer the same power on the Presi- 
dent. Besides, if we turn to the laws in reference 
‘9 suppressing insurrections, it will be found that 
they expressly authorize the President to use the 
militia and the army for the purpose—showing, in 
ike manner, the prevailing opinion heretofore that 
the sanction of law was necessary to use a military 
force for this purpose, as well as for carrying into 
effect a declaration of war. Such also is the case 
in reference to repelling invasion. If there be any 
power which one would suppose would belong to 
the President as commander-in-chief, it would be 
that of establishing rules and regulations for the 
government of the army; but if we turn to the 
vonstitution, we shall find even that — is con- 
ferred by express provision upon Congress: all 
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stitution and the laws restrict the power of the 
President. 

But it may be asked, has the conqueror no power 
to impose taxes upon a conquered country? Yes, 
he certainly has. When an army invades a coun- 
try and subdues it, in whole or in part, the con- 
queror has a right to impose taxes and collect 
them. But the question occurs, under our System 
of Government, who is the conqueror? I answer, 
the people of the United States are the conquerors, 
It is they who have conquered Mexico; not the 
President, not the generals, not the army. They 
are but the instrumects by which the conquest has 
been effected. And it is the people of the United 
States that have the right to impose taxes. But 
who represents the United States—who is their 
organ through which they act? I answer, this 
Government, the Federal Government, consisting 
of the Executive, the Legislative, and the Judiciary 
departments. ‘The question then is, to what ex- 
tent the President represents exclusively the Uni- 
ted States in the conquered country? The answer 
is, to no other extent than as commander-in-chief; 
in all other respects almost, Congress is the Sole 
representative, and to them especially belongs, by 
express delegation, the power of laying and col- 
lecting taxes, and of appropriating them to such 
objects as the Constitution warrants, unrestricted, 
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} going to show within what narrow limits the Con- clusion, | am willing to allow to the President, as 


commander-in-chief, many and great powers; but 
they are such as arise out of exigencies immedi- 
ately connected with the operation of the army or 
its safety. Among them I include the power of 
seizing upon supplies of all descriptions when they 
become indispensable the use of the army, or to 
batter down towns, and to remove all obstacles, 
when necessary, for his security or success. But 
when he comes to act over portions of the territory 
subject to our control, he exercises power not be- 
longing to him. But to the Legislative department 
of the Government, Congress may indeed give him 
authority by law to levy contributions, or to estab- 
lish temporary governments. But it is one thing 
to exercise it on his own authority, and another to 
exercise it under authority of law. By the one he is 
rlaced under the control of law, while by the other 
1e places himself above the control of law. 

I have now expressed my opinion. In all I 
have said I trust | have put myself above party 
feeling or personal considerations. Iam actuated 
by the single motive to contribute to correct the 
errors of a political character which have been 
committed in the origin and the prosecution of the 
war, and to guard, as far as in my power, against 
the dangerous precedents which they were calcu- 
lated to establish, if not noticed or exposed. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia. I desire to ex- 


extending as far as the United States authority | press my views on this bill, but I presume that, at 


extends, without restriction or distinction. Now, 
whenever a country is conquered, even in part, 


this advanced stage of the day, the Senate can 
hardly be expected to have patience to listen to the 


and held by the conquering power, the sovereignty | discussion, and I am not disposed to trespass upon 
of the country thus held is for the time suspended, | them, unless it is understood that the vote is to be 


and that of the conquering substituted in its place; 


and of course, in our case, the authority of the | 
Government in its departments attaches to it as if passed over informally, in order to allow the gentle- 


it was a part of the United States itself, each in its 
appropriate sphere. ‘The opposite doctrine, which 
would make the Executive the sole and exclusive 
power in such portions of the country, is entirely 
destitute of authority, and would lead to all the 


most dangerous and monstrous consequences which | 


have been traced out. 
is surprising 
there should 
ment in reference to it. 

The taxes which are the subject of these remarks 
were imposed by the President in the interval be- 


All this is so clear that it 
that it has been overlooked, or that 


tween this and the preceding session of Congress, | 
and this is the first opportunity I have had to ex- |’ orable chairman of the Military Committee. 
press my opinion in reference to the authority by | believe all parties will concur in deprecating that; 


taken to-day. 
Mr. CALHOUN. I hope that the bill will be 


man from Georgia an opportunity of expressing 
his views. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I would suggest that the wishes 
of my colleague might be gratified by the Senate 
passing this bill informally over, and resuming the 
consideration of that bill which was laid aside on 
the expiration of the morning hour. 

Mr. CASS. I am extremely anxious to meet 


be any division or diversity of senti- || the wishes of the Senator from Georgia, but really 


I am opposed to relapsing into the former mode of 
discussion by one speech each day. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Ido not think that there is 
any danger of the result apprehended by the hon- 


I 


which they were laid. And I avail myself of this || but there is a very important bill—the bill supply- 


occasion to put in my solemn protest against the 
power. Ifit should become a precedent hereafter, 
it, in connection with the authority which the 


ing deficiencies in the appropriations for the cur- 
rent fiscal year—which awaits our action. I hope 
that, by the general assent of the Senate, the wishes 


President has assumed in making this war, would | of my colleague may be gratified, and that this bill 


lead to the establishment of a fatal error in refer- 
ence to the power of this Government as it relates 
to war. It will to that extent elevate the power of 
the Executive in practice as far above the Legisla- 
tive as the latter is elevated above the former by 


ly increasing in number and population, well fed, 


young and ardent than war. 


nity to reverse that a st 
and decided vote against the passage of this bill. 


that I am aware that there are some doubtful ques- 


President as commander-in-chief of the army of the 
United States, and particularly that of making ac- 


such as have been established in New Mexico and 


gation, but my impression is, in case of making 
requisitions over the 


law or the Constitution. In coming to this con- 


the Constitution, and lead, almost necessarily in | 
the end, to establish despotic authority in the Ex- || order that the bill to which the honorable Senator 
ecutive branch of the Government. It must be | 
borne in mind that we are a warlike people, rapid- | 


well clothed, and having an abundance of leisure. | 
Like all such people we seek excitement, and there | 
is no description of excitement more enticing to the | Senate, making some preliminary remarks in ref- 

It is difficult to pre- | 
vent such a people from rushing into war, and if 
wars should frequently hereafter occur in conse- | the prosecution of the war. He adverted to our 
quence, and the precedents set by this be not re- | 
versed, nothing can prevent the Executive power || to all our subse 
from overshadowing the Constitution and the lib- || ment relating to 
erties of the country. We now have an opportu- | 
recedent by giving a strong | 


tions as to the exact extent of the power of the | 


quisitions and establishing temporary governments, | 


} 


I 


will be laid aside informally, in order that the con- 
sideration of that one to which I have just alluded 
may be resumed. 

Mr. ATHERTON. This bill has already been 
a very long time before the Senate, and it is cer- 
tainly important that it should be acted upon, in 


alludes, and others may be taken up and disposed 
of. 
Mr. FOOTE. Allow me to suggest that my 
honorable friend from Georgia will now proceed. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, then addressed the 


erence to his own position, and proceeding to adyo- 
cate the course of the President in the origin and 


recognition of Mexican independence in 1803, and 

uent policy and friendly deport- 
tae. In return, we have only been 
requited | ingratitude and injustice, our citizens 
imprisoned and plundered, and all her conduct 
bearing the character of the most settled hatred of 


It may be proper for me to remark in conclusion | ys, He remarked,on the policy adopted by France 


and England, whenever wrongs were inflicted on 
their subjects by any foreign Power. He then 
came to the annexation of Texas, and maintained 
that there was no justification to be found in that 
measure for General Almonte demanding his pass- 

rts, and for the consequences which followed 


California. I will not now enter upon the investi- | his departure. That annexation left the boundary 


question to be settled by negotiation, and the course 


rtions of the country in |; of Mexico on that occasion showed a predeter- 


which the authority of the United States is even | mined intention to go to war. She took offence on 
temporarily established, or erecting temporary gov- | 


ernments in such portions of the conquered coun- || poiled Mexico of a most valuable 
try, the President has acted without authority of 


the ground that by annexing Texas, we had des- 
rtion of her 
whereas, by the acts of Santa Anna 


territory 
Texas, that country had become absolved 


against 
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from her connection with Mexico, and was an 
independent and sovereign State. ‘Texas had as- 
sumed this character, and had maintained her inde- 
pendence, and had a perfect right to annex herself 
to the United States. 

He inquired if it was in the power of the United 
States to settle her differences with Mexico by ne- 
eotintion? To show that it was not, he quoted 
the mission of Mr. Slidell, and cited all the details 
attending the progress of that mission. Negotia- 
tion having been thus rejected, there was no course 
left but a resort to hostilities on our part. 

As to the advance of General Taylor, which had 
been asserted as the cause of the war, he suggested 
that this advance was by the advice of General 
Taylor, who regarded such a step as likely to pro- 
duce an adjustment of the difficuluies. But he con- 
tended, before the advance of General Taylor, the 
Mexicans had given unequivocal proofs of a hos- 
tile intention, and these he referred to elaborately. 

He repudiated the idea that the President under 
the then existing circumstances had no right to ad- 
vanee into the disputed territory, supposing it to 
have been disputed. He denied, however, that the 
territory was in dispute. ‘Texas had asserted her 
claim to the Rio Grande, the Mexicans had been 
driven beyond it, and the treaty with General Santa 
Anna confirmed it. Texas, by her Congress, in 
1836, established her right by a division of the 
territory into counties; and subsequently directed 
courts to be held there, thus exercising as well as 
claiming her right to the Rio Grande, which has 
always been recognized as the western boundary 
of ‘Texas. There was, therefore, no impropriety 
in this advance, and it could not be regarded as a 
sufficient cause of war. Having a right to the ter- 
ritory to the Rio Grande, there could be no impro- 
priety in sending our troops to occupy it. 

Being at war with Mexico, how are we to get out 
of it? [tis said that we must withdraw our troops 
within a defensive line. He asked if this would 
be carrying out the high purposes contemplated 
hy the war, and by the Congress which voted the 
fitty thousand volunteers and the ten millions for 
its prosecution? No question about the advance 
of General Taylor was then raised. He referred 
to the fable, in Dilworth’s Spelling Book, of the 
old man who detected the boy in his apple or- 
chard stealing apples. In that case the thief was 
proof against tufts of grass, until the old man de- 
termined to try what virtue there was in stones. 
So,as to Mexico,we have been acting with Kindness, 
generosity, and magnanimity; this was pelting with 
tufts of grass. He would be for trying what vir- 
tue there is in stones, if kindness, generosity, and 
magnanimity would not effect the purpose. 

He adverted to the opinions and arguments of 
those who were adverse to the acquisition of ter- 
ritory, and charged the Whig party with always 
having been adverse to the acquisition of territory, 
in the cases of Florida and Louisiana. If this 
principle were to be adopted, we might as well 
build up a wall round our Union to prevent our 
people from going beyond it. He believed that had 
we crowded all the increased population of our 
country into the thirteen original States, it would, 
before this time, have proved fatal to our institu- 
tions. Dense masses were always dangerous on 
account of their lability to excitement, and the 
difficulty of checking it. But when men are scat- 
tered, and each has his small portion of land to 
cultivate, he is contented, virtuous, and disposed 
to pursue the arts of peace. 

On the subject of manifest destiny, he held that 
we are destined either to spread our boundaries 
over this whole continent, or to see the elevation 
of all its different portions, by the influence of our 
institutions upon them. 

He could not concur in the opinion of the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina, that the passing of that 
bill would be an empty threat. He thought, on the 
contrary, that if the treaty were ratified, the bill 
would amount to nothing: if not, we should be 
prepared for vigorous operations. If the passage 
of the bill was to be regarded as a pledge that we 
would sustain a vigorous prosecution of the war, 
should the treaty be rejected, it was precisely that 
kind of pledge which we ought to give. The occu- 
pation of a defensive line would not bring us a 
peace in twenty years, while it would involve an 
outlay of money not less than the vigorous prose- 
cution of the war. The Senator from South Caro- 
lina held that a vigorous prosecution of the war 
must absorb the whole of Mexico, and that the 
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absorption of all Mexico would be injurious to the 
success of our institutions. He differed from these 
views, and thought that, without suffering ourselves 
to be influenced by two nice a calculation of the 
events of the future, we ought to do our duty fear- 
lessly, and according to the best lights we can 
obtain. 

The views of the Senator from South Carolina, 


as to the powers of the President as commander- | 


in-chief, did not convince his mind. He regarded 
the incidental powers which accompanied the dec- 
laration of war by Congress were sufficient to war- 
rant all that the President had done. He asked 


how would any war be conducted, if it was neces- | 


sary for the commander-in-chief, on every occa- 
sion, to consult Congress. 


mitted his plan, and while Congress discussed it 


some eight or nine weeks, and finally overruled his || 


views. 


Mr. BERRIEN then moved that the Senate | 


adjourn. 

Mr. CASS. Will the gentleman withdraw his 
motion fora moment? [do hope that the Senate 
will terminate this discussion to-morrow. If not, 


I must be constrained to vote against the adjourn- | 


ment. 
{Several Senators assented to the informal un- 


derstanding that the discussion on the bill should | 


terminate to-morrow. ] 

Mr. BRADBURY said he hoped that a motion 
would be made for the reconsideration of a bill 
which involved a large amount of money; and 
although in one section of it a provision was made 
which, to a very considerable extent, met his ap- 
proval, yet there was a principle involved in the 


second section, the adoption of which he would | 


regard as very dangerous—a principle which would 


in this single act take from the treasury nearly a | 


oe of a million of dollars, and which, in its 


nal operation, would be broad enough to bank- | 


rupt the treasury of any government that was ever 
created. 
existing claims against a foreign Government 





Mr. CASS. Will the honorable Senator excuse | 


me? What is the question? 

Mr. FOOTE. It is on the passage of the ten- 
regiment bill. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I desire simply to move a 
reconsideration of the bill, It passed without a 
division. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I am sure that the Senate 
desires to see the Senator accommodated. All that 
is necessary to be done is, that the Senate, by 
general consent, allow him to make a motion to 


reconsider the bill; and then the Senate will be in || 


possession of the motion of the Senator from 
Georgia to adjourn. 

By general consent, the motion of the Senator 
from Blaine was then considered and agreed to; 
and then, on motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, March 17, 1848. 


The Journal of yesterday having been read and 
approved— 


The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the report made on Wednesday last by Mr. Con- | 
GER, from the Committee on Printing, recommend- | 
ing the printing and binding of 90,000 extra copies | 
of the report of the Commissioner of Patents, for | 


the use of the House. 


And the question being on the adoption of said | 


report— 


agriculture, and 10,000 copies of the entire report, 
making a total of 50,000 copies. This, he thought, 
would be a sufficient number for the use of this 
House. 

Again, if they needed the whole number recom- 
mended by the Committee on Printing, there would 
be no knowing, for they had no means of know- 
ing that he could see, when they should receive 
these copies. 
the printing of this document, they had not re- 
ceived one solitary copy of it until long after they 
had adjourned and reached their homes; and, judg- 
ing from the facts before them, if this large number 
should now be ordered according to the purpose 
of the Committee on Printing, not only their own 





What would become | 
of the war, while he summoned Congress, sub- 


It virtually assumed that when we have || 


Mr. G. W. JONES moved to strike out 90,000 | 
and insert 40,000. They would then (he said) | 
have 40,000 wee of the report on the subject of 


When they had heretofore ordered | 


E.: March 17, 
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| term would have expired, but perhaps the te 
| of their successors, and their successors’ Sucee 
sors too, would have expired before the printed 
| copies would be received. He thought that 50 009 
_ copies, which would be given by his amendment 
would be ample. It seemed to him to be a yer, 
_large number. He was one of those who believed 
that this was one of the most important documents 
printed by Congress. There was not one that was 
more sought after by the agricultural portion of the 
_community—numerous letters were coming here 
to members from their constituents, desiring them 
to furnish them with these documenta. And he 
had always voted for the largest number. Ho 
would now vote for a number that would be ample 
for all valuable purposes. He hoped his amend. 
ment would be adopted. To the binding he had 
no objection. 

Mr. CONGER desired to say a few words by 
way of explanation of the facts set forth in the 
report of the committee. —The Committee on Priny. 
ing had ascertained that the printing of that docu. 
ment entire would amount to the sum named in 
the report; but, in estimating the cost of printing 
the whole edition suggested, they had not estima. 
ted the amount, provided the edition should be re. 
duced. The sum of $40,000 would pay for print. 
ing the whole edition, but from that amount a 
deduction should be made in consequence of the 
omission of a portion which the committee had 
recommended. The omission would amount to 
about one-third of the quantity of matter in the 

report, and this would make a deduction in the 

cost of printing, which was stated at twenty-six 
_cents percopy. The deduction, then, would be 
one-third of $40,000, the aggregate estimated for 
printing the whole. 

{n relation to the remarks of the gentleman from 
_ Tennessee, [Mr. G. W. Jones,] he said there must 
necessarily be some delay in the delivery of the 
_work. It was undoubtedly true that this number 
| of copies could not be delivered in the course of a 
|| few days, or even a few weeks perhaps. But the 
| committee had assurance from the printer that this 
work would be immediately put in type; and if the 
maps should be engraved so that the printer could 
have them, this document would be very soon de- 
| livered. The binding of the work would undoubt- 

edly cause some more delay, but it could not cause 
| a delay to any very great extent, and he was con- 
| fident, if the number recommended by the com- 
| mittee should be ordered, the House would have 
|| them before the close of the present session. 
|, In relation to the expense, he desired to say one 
| word. Of the last report of the Commissioner of 
_ Patents, forty-three thousand copies were ordered, 
,and that edition cost the Government $78,497; 
_whereas the committee recommend that of this 
| report more than twice that number should be 
| printed, and yet the whole would be furnished at 
about half the expense. 

In reiation to the binding, if that was objected to 
asa novel thing, he thought much might be said 
in favor of it. The committee, after considering the 
whole subject, had recommended the binding. He 
admitted there was in the committee a diversity of 

opinion respecting the number of copies that should 
be ordered; but, judging from the general anxiety 
_which had been expressed throughout the whole 
country for this work, a majority of the committee 
thought one’ hundred thousand copies would not 
_ be more than sufficient to supply the demand. His 
opinion was, that it would fall short of supplying 
the demand. But, entertaining these views, the 
committee had recommended the printing of one 
hundred thousand copies, and large as the sum was 
which it was estimated they would cost, they be- 
lieved the money would be well laid out, inasmuch 
as it would be expended in the dissemination of use- 
| ful information, by distributing that report broad- 
| cast through the land. 
1 Mr. R. SMITH, of Illinois, was in favor of 
|| printing this report as it came from the Committee 
| on Printing. He admitted they spent a great ~ 
| of money in printing, but he thought the report 0 
i 


rms 


' 
1] 


the Commissioner of Patents one of the most val 
uable documents ever ordered to be printed by this 
House. He knew, so far as concerned his ow? 


immediate constituents, it was a document that was 
— 





We have back numbers of the Conoressional GLost 
and Aprenpix for this session, and will furnish them 
the future numbers for $2 each, until the 10th April. After 
that day, they will be $3 eaeh. 
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